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ARTICLE XI. 


The Life of JouN PHiLip BARATIER, M. A. 
and Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences 
at Berlin. By M. Formey, M.D. 5S. E., 
and Profeffor of Philofophy at Berlin. 


HE Hiftory of Men of Letters, 
or thofe Particulars that relate to 
wee their Actions or Writings, are now 
ms become a confiderable and curious 
eMemese Branch of Learning. We are fond 
of the minuteft Details on this Sub- 
ject, and curious to difcover the moft private 
Anecdotes relating to it. Nor is it without Rea- 
fon, fince it is not a fimple Amufement only to 
inform ourfelves of the Characters of Authors, and 
their Situation and Circumftances in Life, but it 
is often the fureft Way to underftand their Wri- 
tings, to judge of the Views with which they 
wrote, and to interpret the Senfe of many Paffages 
or RefleGions, unintelligible to thofe who are ig- 
norant of the Education or Country of the Authors, 
or 
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or unacquainted with the particular Motives which 
influenced their Sentiments. A Book is often the 
Picture of its Author: It muft therefore be agree- 
able to the Reader to have it in his Power to com- 
pare the Copy with the Original. 

But tho’ neither the prevailing Tafte of the Age, 
nor the abovefaid Reaions, fhould juftify the At- 
tempt of writing the Life of a Philofopher ; I 
think I may be allowed an Exception in favour of 
the Perfon, who is the Subjeét of this Treatife. 
He is diftinguifh’d in fo particular a Manner, and 
by fuch uncommon Circumftances, that he feems 
juftly to challenge this Diftinction. Hiftory has 
‘mentioned feveral celebrated Children, but none 
appears to be compared with this, as I hope to 
convince the Reader. Curiofity alone is fufficient 
to claim our Attention to fuch a Prodigy. Buta 
philofophical Mind, which can be at the Pains 
to trace the Progrefs, the boundlefs Views, the 
unwearied Refearches and, in a Word, all the 
prodigious Studies of this extraordinary Youth, 
will find ample Ground for Reflection, and be 
fatished that this hterary Phenomenon is not Jefs 
worthy his Meditation than thofe of the material 
World itfelf. 

It isnot however a Panegyric that I write. I 
have no Defign, nor indeed is there any Necef- 
fity for me, to heighten the marvellous of the 
Faéts which I relate. The naked Truth would 
even appear romantic, if the Particulars men- 
tioned were not of fo frefh a Date, and witneffed 
by fuch Numbers living. I fhall follow exaétly 
the Memoirs given me by the worthy Father to 
the Decealed, and if I add any Circumftances, the 
Reader may be uffured that ] have them from Per. 
fons of Credit, who where Eye-witneffes. He 
will alfo excufe fome Articles which would appear 
trifling in the Life of any other Perfon of Learn- 
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ing, but are effential in this, fince, by an extra- 
ordinary Affemblage of Circuinttances, I detcribe 
at once the Hiftory of a Philofopher and a Child. 
Both thefe Characters will difcover themfelves 
alternately, and ferve to heighten and fet oif each 
other. 

Fobn Philip Baratier was born at Schwobach, y:, Birth. 
near Nuremburgh, in the Margravate of Branden- 
burgh Anfpach, Fanuary 19, 1721. His Parents 
were Francis Baratier, Minifter of the French 
Church of that Town, and Anne Charles, 

At three Years of Age he was capable of read- 
ing correctly, to which Point his Father had 
brought him, by amufing him, without Books, 
or even without his knowing or perceiving that 
he had learn’d to read, till he became at once 
aftonifh’d and delighted to find, that the Books : 
put into his Hands reafon’d and talk’d like him- t 
felf, and could ferve him for Company when 
alone. This Difcovery was the Aéra of his Paf- 
fion for Reading, which ftill increafed in propors nt 
tion to the Treafures he difcovered by it. He ie 
now fpent his whole Time in his Father’s Libra- 
ry, opening the Volumes, and turning over the 
Leaves, ina fportive Manner, like an Infant, as 
he was. a 

When his Father perceived he could read to- a 
lerably, he artfully from Time to Time placed in e 
his Way a Book of Prints; and as care was taken 
to have thefe bound in gilded Paper, to ftrike | 
his Sight, he catch’d them up eagerly, and exa- ’ 
min’d them with great Joy, carefully reading the 
Explanation of the Figures. When he was tired 
this way, he began to prattle with his Books, or | 
to move them from one Place to another; moft a 
frequently he piled them up like Towers, Caftles, . 
or Bridges, as fuited his childifh Fancy: Thus | 
paffing away his Time with them in Diverfion, 
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246 The Works of the Learnep. Art.1y. 
which at once ferved him to Exercife both his 
Mind and his Body. 

The French was his Mother-Tongue, join’d to 
fome few Words of High Dutch. Infenfibly, his 
Father began to talk Latin to him, by intermin- 
gling fome few Words of this Language in his 
common Converfation, which were readily under- 
{tood from the Conneétion of the Difcourfe, or 
other Circumftances, without the Neceffity of in- 
terrupting it to explain them. Great Care was 
taken inthis Point not to conftrain him, nor force 
him to anfwer in the fame Tongue; till at laft his 
Ear being accuftomed to the Inflection and Sound 
of the Latin Words, he began of himfelf to utter 
them at random, and (if I may be allow’d the 
Expreffion) to bandy them about for his Re- 
creation. As he was very talkative, and took 
great Pleafure in prattling to his Father, the 
good Man took care foto improve this Difpo- 
fition of his Son, as toturn it which way beft 
anfwered his Purpofe, either to learn him new 
Words, or to point to him their Conftruction and 
Terminations: all this was done without requiring 
of him either Attention or Reflection, or difcove- 
ring any formed Defign of inftructing him. 

This Manner of proceeding, under the Shew 
of Amufement, in walking with him either abroad 
or at home, by the Bleffing of God, fucceeded fe 
well, that in lefs than a Twelve-Month, when he 
was near the End of his fourth Year, the Latin 
became as familiar to him as the French and 
the High Dutch, and at laft grew his favourite 
Tongue ; tho’ as yet he knew neither Grammar, 
Conjugation, Declination, nor had ever got a 
Syllable by Heart. * Thefe three Languages he 
conftantly {poke without mixing or confounding 
them, talking French to his Mother, Latin to his 
Futher, and High Dutch to the Servant-Maid, 1 
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the Neighbour’s Children who came to play with 
~ him. He-was alfo furnith’d with Books of Prints 
in thefe three Languages, fuitable to his Age, fuch 
as are printed at Nuremburg and Augfburg. Thefe 
he run over, while the Charm of Novelry lafted ; 
after which it was neceffary to-conceal them for 
fome Weeks, or to buy him new ones. During 
this Time his Father learned him to write infenfi- 
bly without Ink or Paper, as he had form’d him 
to read without Book, and taught him Latin with- 
out a Grammar. 

About the Middle of his fifth Year, in Fuly 1725, 
his Father enter’d young Baratier in the Greek, but 
by a Method fo imperceptible, and by fuch an 
eafy Introduction, that this Language gave him 
as little Trouble to mafter as the preceding. The 
Preceptor was only obliged to a greater Degree of 
Attention and Patience, to learn his Pupila Tongue 
which he could not teach him by Converfation. 

The Means he ufed were, however, fo fuccefsful, 
that atthe End of fifteen Months the Child per- 
_ feétly underftood all the Greek hiftorical Books of 
the Old and New Teftament, and readily tranflated 
them into Latin; and all this, not only without 
his having a Word of Grammar, but even without 
being accquainted with the Name or Order of the 
Letters of the Greek Alphabet. 

To conclude, his Father, by the fame Way, 
conducted him to the Knowledge of the Hebrew. 
This Study, which he began in Offober 1726, 
when he was five Years and eight Months old, 
was as little difficult to him as,the former.> Ina 
Year’s Tima@he perfectly knew all the Books of 
the Hebrew Code, even without knowing either 
the Hebrew Letters or Vowels, and without per- 
plexing himfelf with that Confufion of Rules,. 
which makes Learning a Burthen to Youth. & 
would not, however, from this Obfervation, which 
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has been repeated, with Regard to each Language, 
have the Reader imagine, that Mr. Baratier, the 
Father, either neglected or defpifed the Art of 
Grammar, or that the Son was ignorant of it. He 
only learnt it by a Way different from that in 
which it is taught at the Schools. 

Mr. Baratier, perceiving his Son much delighted 
with the Hebrew, took Care to improve this Difpo- 
fition to the utmoft Advantage. He employ’d the 
three following Years in cultivating this Tongue ; 
at the End of which Time, his Scholar was fo ex- 
pert in the Hebrew Text, that he not only could 
at firft Sight, from a Bible without the Points, 

ive the Senfe of the Original in Latin or French, 
os he could alfo extempore tranflate the Latiz or 
French Verfions into Hebrew, almoft Word for 
Word, or fubftitute equivalent Expreffions in the 
Place of any Terms he was not yet Mafter of. This 
he perform’d, not only with Regard to the hiftori- 
cal Books, but even Fob, the P/alms, Proverbs, and 
Jfaiab, which are known to be the moft difficult 
Books of the Old Te/tament, and which he tranflated 
agreeably to the Verfion of Caftalio, the leaft literal 
that we have, In 1728, and the eighth Year of 
his Age, he had all the Hebrew Pfalms by Heart. 
tho’ he had taken no other Pains to learn them, 
than frequently reading them to his Father. At 
the fame Time, and by the fame Method, he 
made himfelf Mafter of that Collection of Hebrew 
Sentences, which Henry Opitius has publifh’d un- 
der the Title of Biblia Parva, &%c. which he read 
into Hebrew from any given Verfion. He alfo 
wrote with his own Hand this Colleffion in the 
Hebrew Characters, fubftituting his own Latin 
Verfion inftead of the inelegant one of Arias Mon- 
Zanus, which appears in the Edition of Opiétius, 
He compos’d about the fame Time a Dictionary 
of the moft rare and difficult Hebrew Words, in- 
terf{perfed 
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terfperfed here and there with critical Remarks 
and Philological Obfervations, very curious for one 
of his Years. Thefe two Pieces were finifhed in 
1730, when he was between the Age of nine and 
ten. The firft contained 304 Pages in 8vo, the 
fecond about 400 in 4fo. 

Having thus acquir’d the Hebrew to fuch a De- 
gree, as to compofe in it himfelf, both in Profle 
and Verfe, our young Baratier had a Curiofity to 
read the Rabbinical Writers, which was increafed 
by his Perutal, atthat Time, of a great Number 
of Authors in Philology and the facred Antiquities. 
He was foon affifted with Materials for his Enquiry 
at Schwobach, where feveral learned Luiberan Di- 
vines and wealthy ews, whohad large Libraries, 
lent him all the Books he defired. That nothing 
might be wanting to complete his Wifhes, there 
was purchas’d for him the great Rabbinical Bible, 
printed at Amflerdam, in 4 vol. fol. 1726-1728. 
The Attention with which he read it may be 
judged by the Account he gave of that Work, ina 
Letter to Mr. Le Maitre, inferted in the Beginning 
of the XX VIth Tome of the Bibliotheca Germanica, 
This was the firft Sketch of his Knowledge that 
the Publick received, but his extraordinary Talents 
were not till then unknown, and the Fournalijts * 
had often mentioned him to his Advantage. 


* See the Nva Literaria Circuli Franconici for the Beginning 
ef the Year 1725. ‘The Cosourg Gazettes, and the Supple- 
ment of the Gazette of Amferdam of Apri? 30, 1726. The 


Literary Gazette of Leipzig, May 9, 1726. Thole of Vienna? 


Auzshurgh, and others of the fame Year. ‘To thefe we may add 
the Relation publifh’d by his Father at Stetin in High Dutch, in 
4t7. dan. 1727, entitled Merckuurdiges Nachricht eines fruk- 
settigen Gelebrten Kindes. An Extract of which ts in the Bid- 
fiotbeca Germanica, Tom. XVI. Pag. 28. After this he was often 
mentioned in the Journals and News Papers of Gerizany, Exgland, 
and Switzerland, and even in the Journal de Trecvanx at Paris, 
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When his Father found him engaged in thefe 
Rabbinical Mazes, he thought proper to give him 
the Reins, and leave him at Liberty to march in 
a Road where he had no Mind to follow him, tho’ 
he kept an Eye on his Progrefs. It was then that 
this furprifing Child, without Teacher or Inftruc- 
tion, excepting aGrammar to fhew him the Letters, 
run over, at his Leifure Hours, with an aftonith- 
ing Diligence, an incredible Number of Rabbini- 
cal Writers of all Kinds. Not contented with 
the great Bible of Rabbi Mofes, Son of Simeon - 
Francfort, he read all he could lay his Hands on, 
Talmudifts, Commentators, Hiftorians, and even 
fuch Romances as are wrote in the vulgar Charac- 
ters of the German Jews. Thefe he read, as we 
ufually do Novels, to divert himfelf, and laugh 
at the extravagant Reveries they contain. He often 
entertain’d his Parents by reading to them, in the 
French or Latin, the moft curious Paffages he found. 

This Rabbinick Scene lafted above a Year, in 
1731 and 1732, ’till his twelfth Year. He made 
feveral Extraéts, Colleétions, and Verfions, all at- 
tended with Remarks, which yet remain among 
his Manufcripts. His Father, at length, to recal 
him from fuch frivolous Studies, and to engage 
him to write a better Hand, propofed to him the 
Compofition or Tranflation of fome Piece, pro- 
mifing him to get it printed, if the Manufcript was 
fair enough to offer to a Bookfeller. He relifhed 
the Propofal well enough, fo that it only remain- 
ed to chufe a fuitable Work. Amongft many 
Hebrew Authors that held him in Sufpence, his 
Father at Jaft got him to fix onthe Travels of 
Rabbi Benjamin, Son of Fonas of Tudela; as the 
Treatife was both fhort and entertaining. He fet 


of November, 1727. but above all in the Bibliotheca Germanica, 
where an exact Account is given of his Progrefs in Learning, 
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about this with the greater Pleafure, as he had ob- 
ferved many Errors in the two Latin Tranflations 
publifh’d of this Work, by Arius Montanus and 
Conftantine L’ Empereur, with which he was much 
diffatisfy’d, as he was indeed with moft of the Ver- 
fions he met with from the original Hebrew. 

He began this Undertaking in December 1731, 
and, employing only an Hour or two in a Day, he 
finifh’dit in a Month. But as his Author appear- 
ed to him extremely dall, obfcure, and even in 
fome Places ridiculous, he refolv’d to add a few 
explanatory and critical Notes. Thefe infenfibly 
-fwell’d into Differtations, which form’d a fecond 
Volume, and fufficiently difcover’d at that Time 
the Strength of his Judgment, and his Skill in 
oriental Learning. ‘This Defign took him up ’tll 
near the Middle of the Year 1732 *. 

About this Time ended the Hebrew and Rabbi- 
nical Studies of young Mr. Baratier. He had 
with thefe intermix’d the Knowledge of the Chal- 
daic, Syriac and Arabick, which he attain’d fo far, 
as to read not only the Scripture, but other 
Writings in thofe Languages ¢; thus he read fome 
Chapters of the Alcoran, and the Saracen Hiftory 
of E?-Macin in Arabic t. 

He grew of himfelf tir’d at laft, or rather 
difgufted With the Dreams of the Rabbins, and 
his Father, who had felt fome Concern to fee 


* Tt was not printed till the Year 1734, at Am/ferdam, in 
2 Vol. 80. by the Company, with titis Title, « The Travels 
“< of Rabbi Benjamin, Son of Jonas of Tudela, thro’ Europe, 
‘ Afia, and Africa, from Spain to China: wherein are contain'’d 
** many Things remarkable relating te Hiftory and Geography, 
* particularly the State of the Jews in the XIIth Century. 
«* Tranflated from the Hebrew, and improv'd with Notes and 
‘* Differtations, Critical and Hiftorical, on the Work, by 7. P. 
** Baratier, Student in Divinity.” 

fT Sce the Extraé in the Bibliotheca Cermanica, Tom. XXX. 
Pag. its. & /e7. 

% See Ock/ey’s Hiftory of the Saracens, 
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him taken up with fuch learned Trifles, quick- 
Jy gave him a new Scene in Books of Philofo- 
phy and Divinity. Scarce had he look’d into 
thefe Authors, when what his Father forefaw 
happen’d: He was quite enamour’d. He might 
have been led toa Love of thefe Subjects fooner, but 
his wife Preceptor was willing to give him Time 
to ripen in the Knowledge of the oriental Tongues. 
Solid Studies prefently took Place of the dry Lu- 
cubrations of Grammatical Literature. He foon 
found, however, the great Benefit of the Jatter, 
and how neceffary and ufeful a Foundation it laid 
for future Knowledge. As he was perfeétly ac- 
quainted with the Languages, he always read the 
antient Authors in their Originals. He declared he 
found every Moment fuch grois Miftakes in the 
Tranflations of the Beft Writers, that he paid little 
Regard to any, whom he had not read in the 
Language he wrote in. Hence he began, of his 
own Accord, to read all the Greek Authors he 
could meet with, being defirous to perfeét himfelt 
in that Language which his Rabbinical Purfuits had 
made him negleét. Ina fhort Time he went fo 
far, by the Aid of fome of the beft Books in it, that 
he could read and underftand the Greek Editions of 
the XVIth Century, notwithftanding the Difficulty 
of the Abbreviations, as eafily as he did'the French, 
Latin, or Hebrew. 

He now apply’d himfelf to the Study of the 
Greek Fathers, and the Councils of the four firft 
Ages of the Church, which foon gave him a Tafte 
for Ecclefiaftic Antiquity and Divinity, and open’d 
to him a vaft Field for Reflections, Obfervations, 
and Differtations, of which fome have been pub- 
lifhed, and the reft remain in Manufcript. He 
found, in particular, Employment for his Genius on 
this Subject, by reading a Treatife publifh’d in 

1724, 
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1726, by M. Samuel Crellius™, the Defcendant 
and Scholar of the celebrated Unitarian Divine, 
wherein the Author endeavours to prove that in- 
ftead of the Expreffion of the Evangelift St. ‘fobn, 
@eds av 6 AYG, The Word was Gop, we fhould 
read @es jv ao AoxyG. The Word BELONG’p to 
Gop. Several Divines, in particular, M. Bu- 
deus t, had occafionally criticis’d on this bold Read- 
ing of Crellius, and refuted feveral Paffages in his 
Book. Young Baratier read this Piece with ex- 
traordinary Attention; upon which his Father, 
who fought an Occafion of cutting out Work for 
him, that might fix h’s Thoughts trom wandering, 
fuggefted to him the Defign of confuting this Au- 
thor folidly, giving him Hopes the Work might 
be publifh’d, ‘and gain him Reputation. 

This Propofal he accepted with great Zeal and 
Joy, exprefling a real Incignation at “the Sophiftry, 
falie Re afoning, and rath Criticifms of that conceald 
Author. He began this Work in September 1733, 
being then in his thirteenth Year, and finifhed it 
about the End of the following Year, as appears 
from the Preface, dated at Schwobach, January 18, 
1734, the laft Day of bis fourteenth Year. This 
Piece was publifhed in 1735, at Nuremburg, in 8vo. 
by Yobn Frederic Rudiger, under the Title of Anti- 
Artemoniust. It was divided into five Parts. In 


* This Book was publifh’d under the Title of L. M. Arte- 
monius. L. M. fignifies Lucas Mellierus, which is the Anagram 
of Samuel Cre/lius. He had before under the fame ‘Title pub- 
lith’d a Treatite, entitled, Fides primorum Chrifianorum e Bar- 
nabae Clementis 8 Herme fcriptis demonfirata. Mt. Grabe had 
refuted this Piece, and the Artemsnius is a Reply ta Mr. Grade. 

ft Ina Work, intitled Ecclefia Apoffolica. 

¥ Anti- Artemonius feu initium Evangelii 8. Johannis Apoftolt 
ex antiquitate Ecclefjaftica, adverfus iniquiffimam L. M. Artes 
monil Neo Photiniani criticam wvindicatum atque illuffratums 
Qua occafone etiam multa alia §. Scripture veterumque loca vin- 
Gisautur, &F multis antiquitatis monumentis lux offen ditur. Cui 
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the 1ff, the Author endeavours to prove that the 
Words of St. Fobn in Queftion were never read 
otherwife than they ftand at psefent ; and this Point 
he eftablifhes fo firmly, that the falfe, or, at leaft, 
uncertain Confequences of Artemonius cannot over 
turn it. In the 2d Part he fhews, that the Syftem 
of Artemonius, with Refpecét to the Alteration of 
the Text, is ill-contrived ; and that the new Va- 
lentinians, contrary to his Affertion, neither could 
nor would fubftitute the modern Reading to his 
pretended antient one. In the 3d, he enters into 
a Detail or Examination of the Reafons upon which 
Artemonius founds this Propofition, that St. ‘fobn 
could never fay, Tbe Word wasGon. The 4th 
Part contains a Refutation of the Principle of So- 
cinus (as adopted by M. Crellius) relating to the 
new Creation, which they pretend St. Fobn alludes 
to, when he fays, That all Things were made by 
the Worp. The orthodox Interpretation of this 
Paffage is defended by the Rules of Criticifm and 
Antiquity. The 5¢b Part is compofed of feveral 
Anti-Artemoniac Differtations, in which the Divi- 
nity of Chrift is proved from many Paffages, of 
the Old and New-Teftament. To thefe are added, 
by Way of Appendix, a Paraphrafe on the Be- 
ginning of St. ‘fobn’s Gofpel, taken in the ortho- 
dox Senfe, and an Effay concerning the three Dia- 
logues on the human Nature of Fefus Chrif, a- 
icribed to Theodoret, not only by the Moderns, but 
by Photius himfelf: Notwithftanding whofe Au- 
thority, M. Baratier draws from thefe Dialogues 
themfelves feveral weighty Reafons for the contrary 
Opinion *.. The Reader may judge from this 


in fine accedit Differtatio de Dialogis tribus, vulgo Theodoreto 
tributis.  Axtore J. P. Baraterio, S. S. Theologia, aliarumque 
bonarum artium Cultore. See the Extraé&t in the Bibliotheca 
Germanica, Tom. XXXIII. Pag. 134. 

* The Journalifts of Trevaux attack’d him on this Head in 
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abridged Sketch of the Anti-Artemonius, of the 


critical “Knowledge and Erudition it contains. 

In confulting the original Writers of the three or 
four firft Centuries, for the Compofition of this 
Treatife, he made fo many new Difcoveries, as he 
imagined, in ecclefiaftical Hiftory, particularly 
with Regard to the Heretics and Herefies of thofe 
Times, that he propofed to write a feparate Trea- 
tife on this Head, by Way of Preliminary to his 
Anti- Artemonius. He fetabout it fo far as to make 
great Refearches relating thereto, but as he found 
thefe intended Preliminaries would exceed in Bulk 
his principal Work, he thought proper to defer 
them to another Seafon, when he fhould be more at 
Leifure for an Enquiry of this Nature. This 
Defign he never lived to finifh, but it remains 
amongft his Manufcripts in about 25 or 30 Pages 
In 4f0, 

During this Space, he read over the abridged 
Colleétion of Councils, publifh’d at Nuremberg, 
In 1575, in 4 large Volumes in 40 *, from whence 
he colleéted all the Canons, which he had begun 
to range in a Body, in Fuly 1723. He had alfo 
reduced feveral Common-Places in Divinity to 
fynoptic Tables, and fketched feveral Differta- 
tions and Enquiries in Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, be- 
fore he fet about his Anti-Artemonius. 

In the Middle of thefe Occupations two Globes 
fell into his Hands, in Offober 1734. There needed 
no more to make a powerful Diverfion from his 
former Studies. He contemplated thefe Globes with 


November 1737, but he vindicated and confirmed his Opinion, 
by a Differtation inferted in the Bibliotheca Germanica, Tom. 
XLVIIL. 1738. wherein, by a Superabundancy of Proof, he 
deprives the fame Theodoret of another Book hitherto afcribed to 
him, that is the Philotheus. 

* Concilia illuftrata per Joh, Ludov. Ruellium, & Joh. Lud 
Hartmannum Rothemburgi, Superintendentem. 
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fuch Earneftnefs and Pleafure, that, by the Affift. 
ance of afew Books that taught their Ufe, he 
could in eight or ten Days time refolve all the 
Problems; and had acquir’d fuch a clear and 
lively Notion of all the antient and modern Sy- 
items of Geography, that he prefently fet about 
making new Oblervations and Difcoveries in this 
Science. Full of thefe Schemes, he laid afide his 
Searches into Antiquity, and put a Stop to his 
Anti- Artemonius, which was not quite finifhed, to 
devote himfelf wholly to Aftronomy, and thofe 
Branches of the Mathematicks that relate to it. 
He apply’d to all his Acquaintance to get fuch 
Books as he wanted; and the Neighbourhood of 
Nuremburg, where this Science flourifhes, foon 
furnifhed him with what he fought for. In three 
or four Months, his Progreis was fo rapid, that he 
feemed all his Life to have ftudied no other 
Thing. He learn’d of himfelf to know the fix’d 
Stars, and Planets, and toca!culate their Courfes. 
He made an Aftrolabe, and compofed aftronomi- 
cal Tables, and formed other Inftruments, of Pafte- 
board, after hisown Way. He invented new Me- 
thods of Calculation, or fuch as were new to him, 
fince he found them not in the Authors he confulted; 
with thefe he filled feveral Sheets of Paper, fome 
of which are loft, and others remain amongft his 
Manuicripts. Atthis Time he devifed his Project 
for the Difcovery of the Longitude, which he 
communicated to the Royal Society at London, 
and the Royal Academy of Sciences at Berlin, in 
January 1735, thatis, about three Months after 
the Globes firtt fell into his Hands. 

As this is one of the moft fingular Occurrences 
in the Life of our young Philofopher, and as he 
renewed the Attempt two Years after, having the 
Projet at Heart, | fhall give a particular Account 
of it, He fent his Manufcri ipt from Schwobach, 

Fanuary 
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Fanuary 19, 17 35s in which Day he enter’d on 
his fifteenth Year *. I intended at firft to have 
here inferted the Original, which I have by me, 
but finding an Epitome of it, drawn up by a Mem- 
ber of the Royal Society, I judge it fufficient to 
let the Reader into Mr. Baratier’s Defign, It 
here follows. 


4 Method propofed by John Philip Baratier for 
difcovering the Longitude at Sea, as communicated 
to the Royal Society ; with fome Objervations and 
Remarks, by James Hodgeion, fellow of the 
faid Soctety, 


HAVE perufed the Epiftle of Mr. Fobn 

Philip Baratier to the Royal Society, dated 
** from Schwobach, in February 1738, in which 
‘* the ingenious Author propofes a Method of 
- finding the Longitude at Sea, by obferving 
‘«* the Moon’s Diftance from any fix’d Star (which 
“© the nearer it is to the Moon, will be more 
** convenient for the Obfervation) and at the 
‘“* fame Time computing the Diftances of the 
*© Moon and fixed Star from the vertical Point, 
‘Sor Zenith. Hence, by adding the Latitude 
‘© of the Place, where the Obfervation is made, 
‘© (which he fuppofes known) he deduces a ge- 
‘«« neral Method, by the Help of the faid Obfer- 
‘* vations, of difcovering the Moon’s true Place, 
** and by comparing thefe Obfervations with the 
latter, reduced to any given Meridian, the 
“< Difference of Longitude, between the Place 
** of aShip at Sea, and the Place to whofe Me- 


«c¢ 


* His Excellency the Count of Schaumburg Lippe had the 
Goodnefs to fend this Projeét to a Friend at the Court of Lon- 
don, generoufly recommending, at the fame Time, the young 
Mathematician to the Queen's Protection, by whol C Co ninand 
the Royal ae examined the Propofal with particular Cure 


and Re gard 


ridjan 














258 The Works of the LEARNED. Art. 11, 


** ridian the Moon’s given Place is reduced, will 
** be afcertained, 

‘* To inveftigate the Moon’s Place, under any 
** piven Meridian, he has invented a Series of 
** Tables, which render Computations of every 
Kind much more eafy and certain than any 
Aftronomical Tables now in Ufe, and which 
he promifes hereafter to communicate. As yet 
** he only hints in general that thefe Tables of 
** his will be of great “Service to Navigation: But 
as they are not yet perfected, he recommends 
in the mean Time the Ufe of the Ephemerides, 
‘* which, according to him, pretty exactly an- 
“* fwer this Purpote. He proceeds then, bya 
** given Example, to indicate his genera] Method 
** of deducing the Moon’s Place trom his Obfer- 
“* vations, but not with the Perfpicuity to be 
“* wifhed in fuch a Cafe; nor does he give the 
** whole Calculation, but fupplies it by general 
** Rules, and concludes by faying, That if the 
** Moon’s Longitude thus difcovered, is the fame 
** as the Epbemerides make it, the Ship will then 
** be under the fame Meredian for which the 
Epbemerites are calculated ; but if the Moon’s 
Longitude be different, it will be neceffary to 
reduce that Difference into Time, by help of 
the Moon’s horary Motion. But ifthe Moon’s 
Place, deduced from Obfervation, be.found 
greater or Jefs in Number, than the Place given 
it in the Epbemerides, the Meridian, under 
which the Veffels is, will be either Eaftor Weft 
of the Meridian of the Place for which the 
** Epbemerides are calculated, 

"To obtain the Moon’s Diftance from the 
fixcd Star, and the Diftance of each from the 
Zenith, he has contrived certain Inftruments, 
which may be ufed at Sea, a Defcription of 
** which he adds. But as the ingenious Youth 

feems 


e 


< 
. 
< 


oe 


° 


w“ 


Sal 


“ 


“~ 


eo 


“~ 


- 


* 


- 


a 


* 


, a 


o 








Art, 11. For OCTOBER, 1743. 259 


«< 
sé 
3 
é¢ 
ct 


66 


ec 
we 
ee 
6G 
€6 
6¢ 
cc 
ee 
ec 
66 
66 
c¢ 
66 


e¢ 


€¢ 
c¢ 
ce 
ec 
4 
€¢ 


= 4 


ec 
6c 
6¢ 
€¢ 
66 
4 
c¢ 


ce 


feems not to have a clear Notion of the Motion 
of a Ship at Sea, as itis really ; nor is well ac- 
quainted with the late Inftruments ufed for 
meafuring Diftances, and taking Altitudes at 
Sea, it is needlefs to give any further Account 
of what he offers on this Head. 

‘© The Method he propofes in this Cafe is the 
antient one employ’d by Aftronomers to deter- 
mine the Moon’s Place by Obfervations made at 
Land, and is the fame that was practis’d former- 
ly by our Navigators, which we fhould yet ufe, if 
the Inftruments were convenient, andthe Moon’s 
Theory brought to a greater Degree of Per- 
fe€tion than itreally is. This is the End that 
King Charles the Second popofed, in erecting 
and furnifhing the Royal Obiervatory at Green- 
wich. Mr. Baratier has therefore given no new 
Light by his Method for folving the celebrated 
Problem of the Longitude, which, as he fays, 
the greateft Mathematicians have labour’d in 
vain. 

** He informs us, that atthe Time of his writ- 
ing this Epiftle he was deftitute of Books, 
and preparing for a Journey to Stetin in Pome- 
rania, or Berlin, on which Account he makes 
ufe of a fuppofed Example: But I would re- 
commend to him, that, at his greater Leifure, 
he would try the Experiment, on the Spot 
where he fhall be, and give usa real Cafe, 
founded on Facts, by comparing the Moon’s 
Place as he finds it, by the Help of his Obfer- 
vations, with its Place taken from thofe Ephe- 
merides which appear moft exaé to him, or 
computed according to .his own Tabies. We 
fhall then be better able to judge of the Value 
of his Inftruments, and the ufefulnefs of his 
Method for computing the Moon’s Place. H>- 


will alfo himfelf, at the fame Time, be e 
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bled to difcern the Difficulty of making Obfer- 
vations in a Ship under fail, and will find that 
this cannot be done, fo eafily as appears to 
him at Land, by the Help of his Inftru- 
ments. 

‘* We muft not omit, that he fays, he has 
invented a certain Inftrument, by which all 
Calculations neceffary in this Cafe, may be 
made with great Difpatch, and that he has alfo 
contrived an univerfal aftronomical Inftrument, 
not only commodious, but elegant, by the 
Help of which, even Perlons that are ignorant 
may folve any aftronomical Problem without 
Calculations; that this Inftrument is moft 
commodious for making Obfervations, and that 
ifa certain Machine be added to it, one may 
thereby exactly demonftrate all the celeftial 
Phenomena. He has alfo contrived an aftrono- 
mical Obfervatory Sphere, anuniverfal Aftrolabe, 
and feveral other very ufeful Inftruments, which 
he propofes to communicate to the Society, 
when a proper Occafion offers, 

‘* T flatter myfelf, that what I have faid with 
regard to his Method of difcovering the Longi- 
tude, will be no prejudice to a Youth, who fo 
far excels in Science the generality of his Age, 
and who has given fuch early Proofs of an ex- 
traordinary Genius, by fuch a Progrefs in aftro- 
nomical Knowledge, at thefe Years, when 
others fearcely have attain’d its firft Rudiments. 
There isno doubttherefore, but if with fo hap- 
py 2 Difpofition, he continues to cultivate this 
Study, the greateft Things may be expected 
trom him, and Aftronomy may become 1n- 
debted to him for very confiderable Improv- 
ments,” 
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This Extraét was communicated to Mr. Bara- 
tier, and at the fame Time, the Royal Society 
wrote him the following Letter. 


Jo the moft bopeful Youth John Philip Baratier, 
Philip Henry Zellman, Secretary to the Royal 
Society at London_for foreign Corre/pondence, and 
Fellow of the faid Society, wifhes Health. 

S I R, 

- OUR Letter dated at Schwobach, in Fe- 

- bruary \aft, has been laid before the Royal 

** Society ; and, as isufual in fuch Cafes, was at 

** one of their Affemblies referr’d to a Gentleman 

** perfectly well vers’d in the aftronomical Sciences, 

** to give his Opinion thereof to the Society at their 

“* next Meeting. Herewith you will receive a 

“¢ Latin Verfion of his Extract and Remarks; 

** which being read before that Society, they have 

‘¢ enjoin’d me to return you Thanks in their Name, 

“* for the Favour you have done them in commu- 

** nicating your Studies, and to aflure you at the 

‘- fame Time, how agreeable your future Corre- 

** fpondence will be to them, as you proceed fur- 

“< ther in thefe Sciences. Given at Loudon, Sep- 

© tember 10, 1735.” 


This is what paffed at that Time in relation to 
M. Baratier’s Projeét. We fhall find it again re- 
vived, and produce a new Correfpondence between 
its Author and the Royal Societies of Fravce and 
England. ‘That of Berlin received it inthe Year 
1736, and foon after young M. Baratier was ad- 
mitted a Member of that learned Body. 

So far we have feen this young Philofopher 
confin’d within the narrow Limits of his native 
Place, and paternal Abode. His Father was {till 
the Mafter and Director of his Studies. We mutt 
not however neglect mentioning, that in this 

B 2 Defign 
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Defign the good old Gentleman was feconded by 
the affectionate Cares of M. Le Maitre, at pre- 
fent Chaplain to his Excellenty the Count of 
Scaumbourg Lippe at Buckebourg. This worthy 
Minifter, in the Year 1723, having feen young 
Baratier in the Cradle, at a vifit he made his Fa- 
ther, exprefied an uncommon Affection for him, 
which was greatly confirmed four Years after, 
when, in his Return from a Journey to Switzerland, 
Mr. Le Maitre found him fo prodigioufly advanc’d 
in the Knowledge of the Languages, and parti- 
cularly the Greek and Hebrew Bible. Before this 
his little Friend had compleated his feventh Year, 
they formed a regular literary Correfpondence, 
in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, the young Student 
giving M. Le Maitre a faithful Account of his 
Studies, and applying to him for a Solution of 
any Difficulties arifing therein: This Commerce 
continued for Life. M. Ze Maitre having re- 
ceived a Call from the Church at Schwobach, one 
of the principal Motives that engaged him to ac- 
ceptit, was young Baratier’s Refidence at that Place. 
During thethree Years they remained here to- 
gether, they feldom miffed a Day without feeing or 
convérfing with each other. So learned a Com- 
merce could not but be of great Advantage for 
improving young Baratier’s Underftanding, ripe- 
ning his nobler Faculties, and fhewing him the 
great Extent of his Capacity. 

Before we follow this furprizing Child from his 
own Country, let us here colleét a few curious Anec- 
dotes relating to him. In 1726, about Eafer, 
her Highneds the Margravefs Mother and Regent 
of An/pach fent for his Father, with his Family, 
to her Court, where fhe received them with the ut- 
moit Goodnefs, and condefcended in a particular 
Manner to take notice of the young Scholar, who 
prefented her a Letter of his own Compofition in 
French, 
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French, and another in Latin to the young Prince, 
who now governs, and who upon that Occafion 
loaded him with Favours. It is needle(s alter this 
to remark the Careffes he received from all the 
Courtiers. In une, 1731, he was matriculated 
inthe Univerfaty of A/torf, during the Rectorate of 
M. Jobn fames Fantke. At the Clofe of the Year 
1732, at the Meeting of the Reformed French and 
German Churches of the Circle of Franconia, at 
Chriftian Erlang, he was prefented by his Father 
to that venerable Affembly ; who, furprized at his 
wonderful Talents, admitted him to affift at their 
Deliberations, tho’? he was not quite eleven Years 
old; and to preferve the Memory of fo fingular 
an Event, they had it regiftered in the Acts of the 
Synod. [f thefe Refugee Churches had Revenues 
equal to thofeof the Clergy of France, there is no 
doubt, but this Synod would have fhewn their Libe- 
rality to young Mr. Baratier, in like manner as the 
general Affembly of the French Churches, in 1614, 
couraged young Cofelier, who, at a riper Age, 
having given proofs of a Knowledze refembling 
that of this illultrious Youth, obtained 300 Livres 
to buy Books, his Father’s Penfion being at the 
fame time increafed to ro00. In 1733, attwelve 
years of Age, he made an open Conteffion of his 
Faith in the Church, as is done by Candidates 
in Divinity, He was examined on this Conteffion, 
and, after he had defended it, he was by his Father 
admitted to publick Communion. About this 
Time he inftruéted the Catechumens in hisFather’s 
Prefence, and often employ’d himfelf in compofing 
Sermons, Difcourfes, Analyfes, and Theological 
Tables, inall which he gave Evidences of his 
good Senfe, Tafte and Learning. In 1734, the 
laft Year of Mr. Baratzer’s Refidence at Schwobach, 
His Highnefs the Margrave of Brandenbure-Aa- 
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fpach, gracioufly granted our young Scholar the 
Privilege of whatever Books he wanted from the 
Anfpach Library, ‘together with a Penfion of fifty 
Florins, which he enjoy’d for three Years. 
About this Time, the late King of Prufia* 
fent Mr. Baratier, the Father, a Call to the French 
Church at Stetin in Pomerania. He was deter- 
mined to accept it, chiefly, as it might afford him 
an Opportunity for procuring his Son fome addi- 
tional Helps in his Studies. The Family began 
their Journey about the Middle of February, 
1735, M. Baratier taking the Route of Fena, 
Leipzig, and Hall, thathe might let his Pupil fee 
tele Univerfities. They reached the laft named 
Place on the fixth of March, where young Bara- 
tier found his Reputation had got before him. M. 
Schulze, a celebrated Profeffor of Phyfick, Elo- 
quence, and Antiquities, who had feen him in 
Franconia during his Infancy, paid him a Vifit as 
{oon as he heard of his Arrival, and the next Day 
prefented him to M. Ludewig, Chancellor of the 
Univerfity. ‘his illuftrious Philofopher, after a 
fhort Converfation with him, offered him the De- 
gree of Mafter of Arts, if he inclined to accept 
itr. Young M. Baratier, who had never fre- 
quented School or Academy, and confequently was 
a Stranger to Degrees, Difputes, and other Aca- 
demical Exercifes, received the Propofal with 
great Indifference, and even treated it as a Banter. 
But after fome Explanations he was perfwaded to 
embrace the Favour on the next Day. March 
the 8th. he was prefented to the Philofophica! 
Faculty, who, after Examination, admitted him 
toa publick Diiputation. Immediately, on the 
fame Evening, in the Prefence of feveral Profef- 
© Frederick William, who died May 30) 1740. 
fors, 
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fors, he drew up fourteen Thefes on different Sub- 
jects in critical Learning, Philology, and Phi- 
lofophy, in which Aftronomy was not forgotten, 
Thefe were printed the fame Night, and defended 
by him on the next Day, for three Hours together, 
in the publick Hall of the Univerfity, where 
M. de Ludewig prefided, and at which appeared 
a crowded Audience of the Students, and other 
Perfons of all Ranks. The Refpondent during 
the whole Time difcovered fuch Courage and 
Prefence of Mind, that che Prefident had na 
occafion to interpofe in his Favour: Aiter fuch 
a.thentic Proofs of his Capacity, he was {fo- 
lemnly admitted Mafter of Arts, with univer- 
fal Applaute, March 9. 1735, by the following 
Aé& ; which we have thought proper to infert in 
the original Terms. 


PD. B. ¥. 
Ujpiciis Sereniffimi ac Potentilimi Domini, Do- 
mint FRIDERICI WILHELM!I, Borufie Re- 
gis, Sc. Se. Regis ac Domini noftri longe clemen- 
tiffimi, Proretiore Academie Fridgriciarie D. Jo. 
Gottlieb Heineccio, JC T. Pot. R. B. a Conf. 
int. Prof. Fur. & Phil. P. Ord. ut & illuftribus {S 
excelleniiffimis Cancellario &@ Direéfore Dn. D. Jo- 
hanne Petro a Ludewig & Du. D. Jufto Henne- 
rig Boehmer, Fctis, Confil. int. &F Prof. Furis 
Publ. ex decreto ampliffimi Philofophorum ordinis, 
promotor conftitutus D. Michael Alberti, S. R. 
M. B. Aulicus &F Conf. Magd. Confil. Medic. & 
Phil. Nat. P. P.O. b. F. Phil. fac. Decanus, 
ADOLESCENTI QUATUORDECENNALI, prema- 
tura egregia fcientia in plurimts Orientalibus Lin- 
guis, ut & in Logicis, Phyficis, Hiftoricis, Mathe- 
maticts, nec non Antiquitatis Studiis, preter reliqua, 
claro; atque folemni examine eximie probato, Nobi- 
fimo Doétiffimoque, Dn. JoHANNI PHILIPPO 
B 4 Bara- 
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BaRATERIO, Swobaco-Franco, poft inauguralem 
Difputationem publice ventilatam, fummos in Pbili- 
fopbia honores, && Magifterti ‘fura ac Dignita- 
tem, Auttoritate Imperatoria {5 Regia, more con- 
fueto contulit, die 9 Martii, 1735. Hale Magde- 
burg. 


After this great Honour conferred upon his 
Son, M. Baratier continued but one Day at Hall, 
and then purfued his Journey to Berliz, where he 
arrived with his Family March 14. If I could 
here recollect all the Particulars of our young 
Scholar’s Appearance in this Capital, the Reader 
would indeed havea large Field before him. His 
Prefence of Mind, his Happinefs of Expreffion, 
the Vivacity of his Repartees, the folid Proofs he 
gave of his Learning, when Occafion offer’d, all 
confpired to fupport the high Idea conceived of 
him. Suddenly tranfplanted into a Soil quite new 
to him, (I fpeak not of Berlin, but the Court, 
the Palace, and the Prefence of the Royal Fami- 
ly) he was neither confufed, nor difconcerted. He 
bore with the beft Grace imaginable all the litele 
Railleries he met with. He was as polite, as if 
he had paffed all his Life with the Beau Monde. 
In fhort, his Behaviour gain’d both the Admira- 
tion and Efteem of all. I fhall only mention a 
few Inftances to avoid Prolixity. 

The Day after his Arrival, his Majefty called 
for him. His Appearance and Converfation were 
io agreeable to this great Prince, that he almoft 
every Day fent for him during the five or fix 
Weeks that he continued at Berlin or Pot/dam. 
Sometimes he was ordered into the Royal Pre- 
fence feveral Times in one Day, and to converfe 
either with his Majefty in Perfon, or with the 
Courtiers, or Men of Letters who attended the 
King’s Levee. Nothing could be more ~~ 

able, 
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able, and even endearing, than the Reception 
he met with from Perfons of the firft Rank. 
They contended who fhould have him firft,* and 
often when they thought themfclves fure of his 
Company, jfuperior Orders {natched him away 
from them. He had the Honour to receive par- 
ticular Marks of Bounty from both their Majefty’s. 
Befides a Prefent he received in Money from the 
Queen,. her Majefty enrich’d him with feveral 
Volumes of Mathematics and Philofophy, hand- 
fomely bound, and fuch as he himfelf made choice 
of ; gracioufly offering to furnifh him with any 
others he defired. His Royal Highnefs the 
Prince, and the reft of the royal Family, fhew'd 
their Generofity to him. Amongft the Perfons 
of Eminence, who delighted to fee and conter 
their Favours upon him, we muft not omit his 
Excellency the Prince of Lichtenjtein, then Em- 
baffador from his Imperial Majefty at the Court 
of Berlin, who fignalized his Goodnefs to him in 
a Manner’ becoming his own Dignity, and that of 
the Sovereign whom he reprefented. 

At this Time the Queen had his Picture drawn 
at full Length, by Mr. Pe/ae, Painter to the 
King, and placed it at Monbijou, a ¥ leafure Houfe 
of her Majefty’s in one of the Suburbs of Berliz, 
amongft thofe of the celebrated Men, which fhe 
has colleéted with great Care and Expence. The 
Royal Academy at Berlin, received him into its 
Body, their Diploma is too much for his Re- 
putation to be fupprefs’d. 


The Prefes, Propraefes, and Directors of the Royal 
Academy of Sciences, founded at Berlin by the 
moft ferene and potent King of Pruffia, make known 
by thefe Prefents. 

HAT Mr. Fobn Philip Baratier, Matter 
<a of Artsand Philofophy, a Youth of four- 
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“< teen Years old, having given abundant Proofs 
“* of an early Genius, learned with all liberal Sci- 
“* ence, particularly with a Knowledge, far fur- 
“* paffing his Years, in the oriental Languages, 
‘© Hiftory, and Ecclefiaftical Antiquity, during the 
*¢ fhort Time of his Stay at Berlin, not only in 
*< feveral private Meetings, but in the folemn 
‘© Affemblies of the Senate, this Academy, and 
*¢ the Mathematical Claffis, wherein, befides his 
“¢ extenfive and wonderful Erudition, he gave con- 
<¢ vincing Proofs of an uncommon Intimacy with 
“the fublimer Mathematicks, and efpecially 
<< Aftronomy ; in Teftimony of our, fingular 
«* Efteem and Admiration, we have willingly ad- 
** mitted him a Member of our Body. 

‘* Wherefore, firft offering our ardent Wifhes, 
*¢ that the eternal heavenly Mind, who has im- 
‘*< planted in this excellent Youth, fuch valuable 
** Qualities, may nourifh and improve them to 
*< yield a fruitful Harveft; with the Confent of 
“* the illuftrious and excellent Lord Adam Otto de 
** Vierick, Privy Counfellor to his Prufian Ma- 
“* jefty, and Protector of this Society, by Virtue 
*¢ of thefe Prefents we receive the faid M. Bara- 
** tier as a Member of our Royal Academy, with 
** all the Honours, Rights, Privileges and Ad- 
“‘ vantages belonging to that Title. In Me- 
**mory of which, by Decree of the Acade- 
** my, we have fign’d thefe Letters with the com- 
** mon Seal and ufual Subfcription, at Berlin, 
S* Marth 24, A. D. 1735. 


Daniel Erneft Fabloufky, Prefes. 
Philip Fofeph de Farriges, Secretary. 


Aftronomy was always M. Baratier’s favourite 
Study, and uppermoft mm his Thoughts. It made a 
great Part of his Converfation, The frequent Op- 

portunities 
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portunities he had for feeing the famous M. Kireh™, 
(who died in 1740.). and of vifiting the Royal 
Obfervatory, fo confirmed this Tafte, that he ma- 
ny Times preferr’d the Converfation of Aftrono- 
mers to that of the Great who afked him to Din- 
ner. He often excufed himfelf from going to 
Court, or to fome Nobleman’s who had invited 
him, and fometimes he abruptly lefteven.the molt 
diftinguifh’d Companies, to attend aftronomical 
Obfervations which were any Thing extraordinary. 
To be fure of his Company, it was neceffary to in- 
vite M. Kirch, or fome other Men of Learning, to 
put him in good Humour, and engage him totalk 
freely. When his Picture was drawn, they were 
oblig’d to ufe this Artificeto make him fit for it. 
Tho’ the King had no great Relifh of Aftrono- 
my, andeven would have diffwaded our young Phi- 
Jofopher from it, yet feeing it his prevailing Paf- 
fion, he had the Bounty toprefent him roo Crowns 
to buy Inftruments, and ordered an aftronomical 
Pendulum to be made for him at Pot/dam, according 
to his own Model, which, when finifh’d, was fent to 
him at Hall, But at the fame Time his Majefty 
believing his Genius might be more ufefully em- 
dloy’d than in fpeculative Enquiries, ftrongly re- 
commended it to his Father to difengage him 
from fuch dry Purfuits, and point to him the 
Study of the Law, and efpecially the Civil Law, 
which might be a Means of greatly raifing his 
Fortune. He even direéted fome of his Mmi- 
{ters of State and principal Officers to hint the 
fame Thing to young Baratier t+, who according- 
ly fuggefted to him the Advantages he might ex- 


* Aftronomer to the King and Keeper of the Royal Obfer- 
vatory at Berlin. 

T See the Hal? Gazette of Ofsber 10, 1740. No. 41. im 
which M. de Ludewig, in hig Elegy on Mr. Baratier, mentions 
this Particular. 
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pect, by turning his Studies in Compliance with 
the King’s Defires. It was to facilitate this Inten- 
tion, by placing him at the very Source of the 
Law, that his Majefty thought fit to appoint his 
Father Paftor of the French Church at Hall, fo 
that inftead of proceeding for Stetin, the Family 
return’d to refide at that celebrated Univerfity. 
Before their Departure the King granted young 
M. Baratier the ufual Penfion * of Candidates for 
four Years, and not only recommended him to 
the Univerfity by a general Refcript, but order’d 
five Letters to be wrote in his Favour, to as ma- 
ny Privy Counfellors and Profeffors there, who 
were enjoyn’d to havea particular Regard to this 
young Gentleman, and to favour him with their 
Advice and Affiftance in every Thing that might 
contribute to promote his Studies. 

Such was the tranfient but fhining Appearance 
of this literary Phenomenon on the Horizon of 
Berlin, It was too remarkable to be foon for- 
gotten. We may in vain perufe ,the Catalogues. 
which Baillet and others have given of learned 
Children to find any Thing like Baratier. Scarce 
an Inftance can be produced at his Age of one 
who not only knew fo much, but knew how to 
make a proper Ufe of that Knowledge. The 
chief Excellence of Children is Memory, and what 
diftinguifhes moft of them is the learning quickly 
a great Number of Words or Things; but 
Judgment, and efpecially one fo folid as that of 
M. Baratier, fcarce ever was join’d to fuch a 
Memory, even in the matureft Age. 

In finifhing this Relation of his Entertainment 
and Behaviour at Berlin, I cannot ‘forbear men- 
tioning a Kind of Prophecy or Prefage, by which 
his Father, eleven Years before, when he could 


+ This is fifty Rixdollars a Year. 


not 
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not poffibly know any Thing of what would there 
happen, defcribed his Son’s Adventure at that Ca- 

ital. In the Beginning of the Year 1724, when 
the Child could read, his Father compoied a little 
Book of Fables or Stories to amufe him, and ex- 
ercife him in reading, This little Collection, 
which at firft Sight may appear trifling, is wrote 
with fuch good Senfe, and {io judicioufly accom- 
modated to the Capacity of Children, that it well 
merits being made publick, This isthe firft Fa- 
ble, copied from the original Manufcript. 


The wife Child. 
+p a” the City of Berlin *, Capital of the Coun- 
“* & try of Brandenburgh, and the Court of the 
** King of Pruffia, it is faid, there once lived a 
** pretty. little Boy, called ohn the Wife. This 
** Child did every TKing his Father and Mother 
‘* bid him do. He could pray to God like an An- 
** gel, and read like aDivine. Above all Things 
** he was fo dutiful that he never was commanded 
**to do a Thing twice. The King of Prufia 
‘* hearing of him, had the Curiofity to fend for 
** him, and hear him talk and pray. When his 
** Father and Mother brought him to the King, 
** he made a very low Bow, and fpoke with fuch 
“* good Manners and Decency, that the King was 
** wonderfully delighted with his Behaviour, as 
** well as the Modefty with which he {faid his 
** Prayers. When the King had talk’d to him, 
** he called the Princes and Princeffes, and Lords 
** and Ladies of his Court, and bid them all give 
** fomething to reward the little Boy. Some 


* Each Story repre‘ented Children in different and oppofite 
Characters. As the /earmed Child, the ienorant Child, the 
mannerly Child, the rade Child: As the Scene of each Fable 
was laid in forme capital City, the Child was by this means al- 
fo inftrufted in Geography, 
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** cave him Sugar, others Bifcuits, others Con. 
“* tections, but the King of Prufia gave him 
“*4 fine Coat, and a beautiful gilt Book with 
** preity Pictures.” 


One cannot but be furprized at the accidental 
Agreement of this Fable with the Event, for we 
dont impofe it on the Reader as a Prophecy. 

Mr. Baratier and his Family return’d to Hail, 
April 28, 1735. Our young Matter of Arts at 
his Arrival would make ufe of his Privilege, and 
open publick Lectures. His Father not being a- 
ble to diffwade him, and forefeeing it was a Fan- 
cy of his own which would foon go off, let him 
take hisown Way. He delivered Lectures on 
three Subjects ; the firft Philological, on the Book 
of Yob; the fecond. on Aftronomy ; and the third 
on the antient ecclefiaftical Hiftory. He had not 
continued this Office a Fértnight, when (as his 
Father had predicted) he grew difgufted with it 
to that Degree, that he quitted for ever the Pro- 
feffion of teaching. What contributed to tire him 
of it was the Petulance of fome Auditors, but 
chiefly the Fatigue of the Employment, and the 
Hindrance it was to his Studies, 

He had at firft no great Inclination to the Bufi- 
nels of the Law, but perceiving the Weaknefs of his 
Conftitution difqualify’d him for the minifterial 
Office, and that his Lungs were too weak for any 
Employment that required Vehemence of Speech, 
he determined in earneft to apply himfelf there:o. 
For four Years he clofely attended the Colleges 
of the four principal Profeffors in this Faculty, 
the Chancellor and Privy Counfellor Ludewig, 
and the Counfellors Meffieurs Boehmer, Heinek 
and Gaffer; whofe Lectures he heard on all the 
Branches of the Law, civil and canon, common 
and feodal. Though this was not his favourite 


Study, 
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Study, yet in Time he began to like it, efpecially 
the common Law. We fee by fome loofe Pa- 
pers he has left on this Subject, that he would 
not only have cultivated it fuccefsfully, but that 
he had made new Difcoveries in it, as he had 
done in others. But as he ftudied it, we may fay, 
only for Form fake, he never made it his princi- 
pal Bufinefs, but was contented with the Lectures 
he heard on it, except when he found fome Point 
to raife his Curiofity, and excite his particular 
Enquiry. At the fame Time he went through 
a Courtfe of natural Philofophy with M. Profeffor 
Lange. Thefe were all the Colleges he attended 
at Hall, and the only Mafters (excepting his Fa- 
ther) he ever heard in Perfon. 

All the Time, which his Attendance on the 
Law Le&ures fpared him, he devoted to other 
Studies. The firft Year of his Refidence at Hall, 
was taken up with natural Philofophy, Aftrono- 
my, and the Mathematics. He read over moft 
of the Books, antient and modern, which treat 
of thefe Sciences. He wrote feveral Effays and 
Differtations ; he made alfo fome aftronomical 
Remarks, and prodigious Calculations. After this 
he returned to the Study of Antiquity and eccle- 
fiaftical Hiftory, in which he read a great deal, 
and made laborious Refearches, to qualify himfelf 
for the compleating his intended Hiffory of the 
Herefies of the Antitrinitarians, which he had be- 
gan at Schwobach. Thefe Enquiries occafioned new 
Collections, Obfervations, and Effays, fome of 
which have been inferted in the Bibliotheca 
Germanica. This in Time produced his laft Work, 
on the Succeffion of the Bifhops of Rome, which 
appeared in 1740 *, and was intended only as an 


* Under this Title, Di/guifitio Chronolgica de Succefione ax 
quifima Epifcotorum Romanornm, inde a Petro ufgue ad Vifie- 
Intro- 
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Introduction to a Jarger Defign he had plan’d up- 
on the antient Hiftory of the firft Ages of the 
Church. His primary View was to fix rightly 
the Chronology of thofe Times, which he found 
very. perplex’d. Some other Effays remain a- 
mongit his Papers. 

Shortly after this, he applied himfelfto the Law 
of Nations, and to Antient and Modern Hiftory. 
He perufed on thefe Subjects all the original Wri- 
ters and Authors of Note he could meet with. On 
this Occafion he attempted to write the Hiffory of 
the War of thirty Years in Germany, as a Proof of 
his extraordinary Knowledge in the Law of Na- 
tions. To this he was further determined by the 
Difcoveries he made, in the Library of the Senate 
at Hall, of a valuable Collection in ten or twelve 
Jarge Quarto Volumes, containing a vaft number 
of original Papers and Evidences relating to thofe 
Times. AJl this while he was indefatigable in the 
Studies of the Belles Lettres, reviewing the antient 
Greek and Latin Authors he had formerly read, 
and adding to his Store fuch as he had not, Poets, 
Orators, Philofophers, Hiftorians, Critics, and 
Travellers. Not content with thefe, he eagerly 
devour’d all the hiftorical Books he could find 
amongft his Acquaintance, or the Bookfellers at 
flall, whether in French, German, Englifb, Ita- 
lian, or Low Dutch, andeven Arabick. ‘Towards 
the clofe of his Life, he had acquir’d fuch a Tafte 
of Medals, Infcriptions, and Antiquities, not on- 
ly thofe of Greece and Rome, but even of India 
and China, that he read all he could get re- 
Jating to them, and laid in a new and confiderable 
Stock of this Kind of Knowledge. 


rem. Ultraje&i Batavorum apud Stephanum Neaulme, 4c. 
1740. An Extract of this Work was {ent to the Authors of the 
Bibl otheca Germani¢a. 


Mate- 
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Metaphyfical Enquiries and experimental Phi- 
lofophy, as occafion offer’d, intervened between 
thefe different Studies. At the End of the Year 
1737, he refumed his Project with refpect to the 
Longitude, or rather form’d a new one founded 
on the Declination and Inclination of the magne- 
tic Needle, propofing for this End a Compafs 
of his own Invention. The Nature of this De- 
fign will beft appear from his own Letter, ad- 
drefs’d to the Royal Academy of Sciences at Pa- 
ris, dated from Hall, December 10, 1737. A 
Duplicate of this in Latin he at the fame ‘Time 
fent to the Royal Society at London. His Succefs 
will appear from the Anfwers which we fhall fub- 
join. His Letter to the Royal Academy at Pa- 
ris was in the following Terms, 


Gentlemen, 

i you were lefs zealous than you are to en- 

courage the Sciences, which are the Object 
of your noble Endeavours, and if Motives, 
which could only influence prejudiced Minds, 
could make an Impreffion on you, I fhould 
certainly be culpable in prefenting to your illu- 
{trious Society the Difcoveries I imagine myfelf 
to have made. I am in fome Refpects a Stranger 
to you, Gentlemen, and the {mall Experience 
which a Youth of fcarce feventeen can be fup- 
pofed to have, ought not to prepoffefs you to my 
Difadvantage. 

But, Gentlemen, when I confider you, as 
fuperior to the Bulk of Mankind, no lefs by 
your Difintereitednefs and Impartiality, than 
by your Knowledge, which penetrates the Re- 
ceffes of Nature, and unfolds the Wonders of 
this vaft Univerfe ; when I reflect, that you are 
willing to receive Truth, by whatever Hand 
it is offered to you, I am embolden’d to hope 

. you 
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you will not flight the Obfervations I fend you. 
Dare I add it as anew Motive of this Confidence, 
that I have the Honour to be a Frenchman, 

There is perhaps no one Problem, has more 
puzzled the Mathematicians, than to find a Me- 
thod, by which a Ship at Sea, may certainly cal- 
culate the Degree of Longitude in which the is. 
The Solution of this Que‘tion prefents as many 
Charms, as there are Difficulties attendiny it, The 
fruitlefs and unfuccefsful Attempts of others did 
not difcourage me. Experience alone, which 
convinced me that I fhould meet the fame Fate, 
{topped my Enquiries. 

1 had not apprehended that the Qualities of the 
LLoad{tone were any way ferviceable to my De- 
ign. I knew thefe Phenomena had been already 
employed for this End in vain, and I faw fuch 
Confufion and Irregularity in them, that I de- 
{paired of any Certainty. 

Abouttwo Months fince, having accidentally Oc- 
cafion for fome Days, fucceffively, to confider thefe 
celebrated Variations of the Needle, I began to per- 
ceive a furprizing Harmony in them, and immedi- 
ately I conceived Hopes of accouating fo: them by 
certain Rules, I imagine I am not deceived in my 
Judgment. I have fo far fucceeded as to afcertain, 
with fome E-xaéctnefs, the Limits or Bounds of this 
Variation, the Laws or Meafures of its Augmen- 
tation and Diminution, as well as could be expect- 
ed in the fhort time I employ’d. I make no 
doubt, when I refume the Enquiry, but I fhall 
be able to bring thefe Rules to a Perfeétion, 
that will be of great Importance to Navigation. 
For this purpofe I am endeavouring to collect all 
the Obfervations I can meet with on this Subject. 
My greateft Difficulty is, that I can find few fo 
exact as I with. I have already thofe of Mr. Hail- 
fey. P. P. Neel and Feuillee, Captain Narborough, 

Te/man, 
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Te/man, and Dampier, with thofe colleted in the 
Memoirs of your Academy for the Year 1708, 
and fome other Icofe Calculations. 

Further, As in order to difcover the true Variati- 
on of the Needle, exact Obfervations are neceflary, 
efpecially as it is highly requifite to have the true 
Elevation of the Pole, to calculate the Degrees 
of Longitude after the Variation is found out, 
I have ftudied to contrive an Inftrument, by which 
we may inftantly, by a fingle Obfervation, find 
at once the Meridian Line, the Elevation of the 
Pole, and other Things: And I havea Friend * 
very fkilfull in thefe Affairs who has already in- 
vented an Inftrument of this Nature. 

Hitherto, Gentlemen, I have only fpoken of 
Difcoveries to be made, but what gives me the 
Affurance of writing to you, is a real Difcovery, 
and of great Confequence, which I have already 
fallen upon. I need not inform you, that befides 
the Variation or Declination of the Needle, with 
Regard to the Meridian, it is endued with ano. 
ther Property, which we call its Inclination. This 
save me the firft Idea of my Difcovery. I not only 
found that this Inclination had an exact and 
regular Relation to the Changes of Longitude and 
Latitude, but I alfo difcovered a Method of affign- 
ing the Rules of this Variation, which no one, 
that I know of, has hitherto done. I have in- 
vented a mechanic Method, fure in itfelf, and fo 
eafy, that the moft ignorant Sailor may put it 
into Practice, provided he knows the Rule and 
Compafs. By this, firft knowing the true Ele- 
vation of the Pole, and the Inclination of the 


Needle, we fhall infallibly difcover the Degree 


* This Gentleman, (if I miftake not) is Mr. Bardin, Paftor 
of the Freac> Church at Magdeburg, who, to his other ‘Talents, 


joins a great Genius for th: Mathematicks. 
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of Longitude, where we are, from acertain Point 
I have fixed. I have mace the Experiment 
of this, after fome Obfervations which I took 
from an Author, who extracted them from P. P. 
Noel and Feuillee, and found that my Syftem was 
true, and confirmed by thefe Obfervations. 

This affords, Gentlemen, a fure and eafy Solu- 
tion of the famous Problem of Longitude. Ic 
cannot be objected that this Obfervation is im- 
practicable at Sea, (which is the Difficulty of 
other Solutions) fince it is daily practifed there, 
I own indeed, to gain a greater Exactnefs on this 
Head, it is neceffary to make accurate Obferva- 
tions, and that the Pilot fhould ufe Compaffes of 
a better Form than thofe now employed, in order 
to perceive the minuter Differences of the Needle’s 
Inclination. This is a thing eafily executed, and 
¥ will then anfwer, that the Longitude may be de- 
termined within one eighth, or one tenth of a 
Degree, that is, to an Exaétnefs hitherto un- 
known. 

Some accurate Obfervations of this Sort are 
wanting, in order exactly to fix the Points by which 
my Operations are to be governed ; the Certainty 
of which, neverthelefs, does not depend there- 
on. However, by the help of only three Obfer- 
vations, exactly made in three different Places, 
with all the proper Circumftances, I will be able 
to give my Syftem the utmoft Precifion. But it 
is requifite I fhould know the true Longitude and 
Latitude of thofe Places where the Obfervations 
are made, and I would have them of pretty near 
the fame Date, or at leaft within a few days of 
each other. I fhould alfo be highly pleafed to 
have them made under parallel Degrees of Longi- 
tude and Latitude, either under the Equator or 
below the Line ; tho’ this be not effential. If my 
Projeét has the Happinefs to appear worthy of 

your 
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your Attention, allow me, Gentlemen, to hope 
you will affilt me with the Obfervations I need. 
Thefe of P. P. Noel and Fuillee, are far from be- 
ing fatisfactory ; in fome the Degrees of Longi- 
tude not being exactly laid down, and fome bein: 
falfe in themfelves ; others that are pretty right 
1] have made ufe of. You mutl be fenfidle, 
Gentlemen, that I need more accurate Obfervati- 
ons for perfecting my Calculation, than will be 
neceflary for Sailors inthe Ule of them, 

Another thing which embarraffes me is, that the 
Obfervations I have colleéted, are infufficient to 
afflure me, whether the Inclination of the Needle 
varies in Procefs of Time, in the fame Place, as 
the ingenious P. Fuillee has fufpected. ’Tis true 
indeed, my Syftem does not depend upon this 
Queftion, fince this Inclination (if real) muft 
change in a certain Proportion in every Place, 
which, by the Help of my Calculations, a few 
Obfervations will foon determine. I want fome 

ood Experiments for the fettling of this Poinr, 
and thefe I expect, Gentlemen, from your fupe- 
rior and extenfive Knowledge. 

As I am convinced, that we have more certain 
Means of difcovering the Longitude, by ob- 
ferving the Inclination of the Needle, when it 
is placed in the Direction from Eaft to Weft, and 
not from South to North, I fhould be glad of a 
few Experiments of this Sort, which would very 
much tend to the perfecting my Syftem. Ideube 
not to carry it fo far, as to find, at once, the 
Longitude and Latitude of a Place, without any 
celeftial Obfervation. I fhould even have done 
this already, if I had been furnifhed with fuffici- 
ent Obfervations. 

Further, its Deviation from the Zenith, a 
Phenomenon obferved by P. Noel, in the Mag- 
netic Needle, when it is turned a particular way, 
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is of great Ufe in this Cafe. As celeftial Obfer- 
vations cannot always be made, and are attended 
with Difficulty, fuch a Difcovery is of great 
Service. 

Till this can be afcertained, permit me, Gentle- 
men, to offer you a Defcription of a Method, 
which I have contrived, to finda Meridian Line, 
and the Altitude of the Pole, by a fingle Obfer- 
vation, inan eafy manner, and readily pra¢tifed at 
Sea. By this you will fee that my Projects are 
not chimerical, and I imagine, this Difcovery 
is important enough to merit your Regard. It is 
at leait new, if Iam not much deceived *. 

This may fuffice as to the Nature of my De- 
fign. I perfwade myfelf, Gentlemen, that you 
will have the Goodnefs to furnifh me with the 
Means of bringing it to Perfection, and allow 
me to lay it before you. This is all I defire, 
I neither capitulate with you, nor the Princes 
of Europe, for a Reward proportioned to the Im- 
portance of my Difcovery. I fhould, however, 
be fatisfed to learn, if there be any Recompence 
promifed in France, to the finding out the Longi- 
tude, as in other Countries. France, the Refuge 
and Seat of Learning, is furely not fingular in 
this Refpect ; and the greateft Monarch on Earth, 
no doubt, grants to the Encouragement of the 
Sciences, fomse Moments of that Time which he 
employs to pacify the World. I beg, Gentle- 
men, your Information on this Head, that I may 
take the moft proper Meafures. After this, and 


the receiving from you the Affiftance I re- 


gueft, when I have carried my Scheme fo far, 
that a Perfon who has made greater Obfervations, 


* The Defcription here referr’d to is omitted: for tho’ the 
Contrivance it relates to fhew’d a Genius in the Inventor 
above his Years, yet it was trifling, in comparifon of the In- 
ftruments now made and ufed here tor the fame Purpofes. 

may 
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may advance it to the utmoft Perfection, I fhall 
cheariully lay it before you ; affured that you 
will not deprive me of the Honour of it. I flat- 
ter myfelf, you will receive my Remarks, with 
that Indulgence you fhew for whatever contributes 
to the Advancement of the Sciences, It is this 
makes me hope your fpeedy Anfwer. By that, 
Gentlemen, you will encourage me not only to 
perfect this Invention, but alfo others I have 
begun in Aftronomy, Fortification, Mechanics, 
and other Sciences. In this agreeable Expeéta- 
tion, all that remains for me to requeft, is the 
Liberty of telling you, that I am with al] the Ve- 
neration due to your illuftrious Society, &c, 


The firft Anfwer to Mr. Baratier was from 
the Royal Society at London, in the following 
Terms. 


SIR, 

= AS foon as I received your Letter, with that 
- inclos’d and addrefs’d to the Royal Society, 
** I propofed to deliver them to the Prefident, 
“© Sir Hans Sloane, at the firft Meeting ; but be- 
‘* ing prevented by an unforefeen Accident, | 
** gave them to him at his own Houfe Yefterday, 
** together with my own. I now return you an 
** Anfwer, and hope your Candour will excufe 
** the Delay. By the Rules of our Society, no 
** Member is permitted, unlefs publickly called 
** upon, to deliver any Letters addreffed to the 
** Society. The Hollidays prevented our publick 
** Meetings for three Weeks, but in the laft 
** Affembly, your Letter was publickly given in 
** and read, and the Anfwer refolved on, which 
“* I tranfmit to you. The Sicknefs of our Se- 
“* cretary for fome Time, prevented this An{fwer 
** being reported to the Society, which our 

C 4 ‘© Cuftom 
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** Cuftom required to be done before our fend- 


66 


ing it. You know what Delays often attend 
** publick Proceedings. The Society’s Anfwer 
** is this. 


Minute of the Royal Society, Jan. 26, 1738. O. S. 
relating to M. Baratier’s Project. 


‘© WT is Ordered that M. Zellman, in his An- 
‘<2 fwer, do inform M. Baratier, that the So- 
** ciety can fay nothing in relation to any Scheme, 
** while it remains a Secret; and that the So- 
** ciety cannot defcern from his Letter, wherein 
‘* his Projeét differs from that which has been 
** propofed fome Years ago by Mr. Whifton, in 
England. Mr. Zellman is alfo direéted to in- 
form him, that the Act of Parliament for a Re- 
ward, forthe Difcovery of the Longitude, is ftill 
inForce, and that there are Commiffioners ap- 
pointed as the proper Judges. It is likewife or- 
dered that M. Zellman do fend him the Act.” 
It only remain that I fubfcribe myfelf, 


London, Feb. 13, Sir, yours, 
1737-8. O. 5. 


Puitiep Henry ZELLMAN, 


When M. Baratier addreffed his Letter to the 
Royal Academy at Paris, he at the fame Time 
founded M. Fontenelle *, by Means of a Brother- 
in-Law of his Father’s in France t. The for- 
mer Gentleman, {fo diftinguifhed by his Writings, 
fent an Anfwer to M. Baratier’s Uncle, which 
we infert, as it is one of the moft remarkable 


* M. Fontenelle, Secretary, for Life, to the Academy of 
Sciences. 


¢ Ms. Charles Fudge Conful at Chalons on the Marne. — 
Teftimonies 
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Teftimonies of the Reputation of our young 
Philofopher. 
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SIR, 

AM direéted by the Royal Academy of Sci- 

ences, to give this Aniwer to the Letter 
they have receiv’d from your Nephew, which 
you will have the Goodnefs to communicate to 
him. 
‘* There is on the Regifter of the Academy, 
in 1716, a Letter of the deceafed Duke of 
Orleans to the Abbe Bignon, in which that 
Prince promifes the Sum of 100,000 Francs, 
to any Perfon, either Frenchman or Foreigner, 
who, by the Judgment of the Academy, fhall 
difcover the Secret of the Longitude. He 
was then Regent of the Kingdom, and defired 
this might be publifhed, fince that Time I 
know of no Reward propofed on this Head. 
‘¢ Whatever M. Baratier thinks fit to fend 
to the Academy, he may affure himfelf will 
be received, not only with Pleafure, but with 
a Kind of Prepoffeffion in his Favour. This 
you are defired to let him know. It is fome 
Time fince, that I have learned from the 
foreign Journals his Name and _ prodigious 
Merit, for fcarcely is the Word prodigious 
{trong enough to exprefs it. Toa vaft Eru- 
dition, fuch as certainly never was found in 
fo young a Head, he adds a Knowledge of 
the Mathematicks, (which appears from his 
Letter) as accurate as it is extenfive. This 
crowns the Prodigy. He need only, after this, 
chufe in what Branch of Learning he inclines 
to excel, and I forefee his Succefs. 
** As I would not unneceffarily multiply Let- 


** ters, I beg you to affure him of my fincere 


‘* Admiration, 
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‘© Admiration. I congratulate you on fuch a 
“© Relation, and am with Reipect, 


Sir sour 
Paris, ary 28, ir yours, &e 
1738, N.S FonTENELLE. 


Perpetual Secretary of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences. 


Encouraged by this obliging Letter, M. Ba- 
ratier, in February, 1738, tent to the Royal Aca- 
demy at Paris his Project relating to the Longi- 
tude, with three other Propofitions, the fir/f, re- 
fpecting Refraétion, the fecond, on the Obliquity 
of the £cliptic, and the third, on the beft Form 
of Aftronomical Tables. The Judgment of the 


Academy was as follows. 


Extrais from the Regifter of the Royal Academy 


of Sciences. 


March 22, 1738. 

"7 Vp Esicurs de Mairan and du Tay, appointed 
" to examine a Memoir on the Longitude, 
“Sof M. Fobn Philip Baratier, M. A. and 
** Member of the Royal Society at Berlin, who 
** propofes difcovering it by the Inclination of 
** the Magnetic Needle, having made their Re-~ 
** port. 

** The Society is of Opinion, that this Me- 
** thod, which is the fame with that propofed by 
** M. de le Croix fome Years ago, and which he 
** continues to improve by Experiments, would 
** bid fair to anfwer the End if it was attended 
** with certainty. But it appears from a great 
Number of Obfervations made by fkilful 
** Perfons, and particularly of late by Mr. 
°© Mujchembrooek at Utrecht, that it is almoft im- 
‘* poffible to arrive at a ‘fufficient Degree of 

** Exactnefs 
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Exa@tnefs, by reafon of the numberlefs In- 
conveniences found in the Conitruction of the 
Needle, in its Sufpenfion, in the greater or 
leffer Aptitude of the Steel to contract the 
Magnetic Virtues, or in the Inequality of the 
Forces of different Load-ftones. It is true, 
that M, Baratier affigns the Means of remedy- 
ing fome of thefe Inconveniences, much like 
thofe offered by M. de le Croix ; but there 
{till remain feveral Difficulties, almoit infu- 
perable, to furmount; fothat, however inge- 
nious this Scheme may be, it will not anfwer 
in Praétice, till we can render the Changes 
of the Needle’s Inclination uniform and fenfi- 
ble, or reduce them to fome known Law. 
This M. Baratier is no doubt capable of do- 
ing, if the Thing be poffible. 


April, 30. 1738. 
Effieurs Cafini and de Mairan, appointed 
to examine three Propofitions of M. 
Fobn Philip Baratier, the firft on Refraéions, 
the fecond on the Obliquity of the Ecliptic, the 
third on the beft Form of Aftronomical 
Tables, having made their Report, the So- 
ciety is of Opinion, 
** With regard to the firft, that the Method 
propofed to find thefe Refractions was rather 
ingenious than practicable, becaufe it required 
obferving the Azimuths and Heights of two 
Stars of precifely the fame Declination, which 
is an extraordinary Cafe, That his Method, 
if practicable, would not be fufficiently uni- 
verfal, fince it reduces us to a Neceffity of 
employing only thofe Stars which are exaétly 
in the Equator, 
** As to the fecond Propofition, to find at all 
Times the Obliquity of the Ecliptic ; the Aca- 
** demy 
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** demy judges, that it is much more practicable 
** as well as ingenious than the former, yet it 
“* appears not c ipable of the requifite Exadnefs ; 
*¢ for it fuppofes the true Declinations obferved, 
** and confequently the Altitude of the Pole, and 
** the Refractions and Parallax, already known. 
‘© There are even Cafes, wherein a Miftake of a 
** few Seconds, in thefe Declinations, will produce 
‘* a very confiderable Error in the Obliquity of 
** the Ecliptic ; fo that this Method is of Ufe 
** only about the Time of the Equinoxes. 

** As to the Third Propofition, relating to a 
“* new Manner of conftructing and calculating 
‘* Aftronomical Tables, they think it merits At- 
** tention, andthat they cannot too much encourage 
*© a Perfon, who, with all the neceffary Talents, 
** difcovers fuch aa Inclination to improve Aftro- 
‘* nomy. In Witnefs whereof, I have Signed 
** thefe two Certificates at Paris, May 4, 1738. 


a 


FONTENELLE. 


So far Mr. Baratier carried his Proje&t. It is 
not a little ftrange, that the literary Journals of 
that Time, which affected to mention the Scheme 
of M. de le Croix, fhould be entirely filent with 
re{pect to that of our young Virtuofo, fince the 
Academy of Sciences at Paris had it then under 
Confideration, as appears from the Date of the 
above Extracts. It feems however, not unworthy 
Remark, that two Perfons fo remote from each 
other, and who could not be fufpected of borrowing 
from one another, or communicating their Difco- 
veries, fhould hit upon the fame Plan, and purfue 
tin the fame manner. Be this as it will, our young 
Matter of Arts, feeing himfelf prevented by two 
fuch eminent Men : one in France, the other in 
England, either cf whom was more capable than he 


of 
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of pufhing their Enquiries, entirely gave up ail 
Thoughts of his Project, and foon found other 
Amufemenis. He only drew a Sea Chart ac- 
cording to the Obfervations of the beft Navi- 
gators, wherein he pretends to mark certain 
Points, that fhew the regular Variations of the 
Magnetic Needle. 

He even employed his Genius on War and For- 
tification, examining, criticizing, and comparing 
the Conduct of the greateft Commanders, antient 
and modern; drawing up Rules and Maxims pro- 
per to this Science, and even inventing new Plans 
of Fortification, and contriving new Inftruments 
of War. The Knowledge he had acquired in the 
Hiftory of all Ages, from the original or belt 
Writers, had furnifhed him with fuch political 
Lights, as enabled him to reafon on State A ffiirs 
judicioufly, for one fo young, and who had no 
other Experience of Things, than what he goc 
from reading, or his own Reflections. 

The laft Work that employed him, near the 
Clofe of his Life, and for which he had gathered 
large Materials from a great Number of Books, 
was, Enquiries concerning the Egyptian Antiquities. 
He imagined he had difcovered a fure and de- 
montftrative Principle, whereby he fhould be able 
to clear up the Hiftory of this Nation, the moft 
antient of all others, which appeared to him very 
confufed in all the Authors who have treated of it 
hitherto, not excepting Sir Fobu Marfham, who 
feems to have exhaufted the Subject. He reckoned 
he could regulate this Chaos, partly by decypher- 
ing the Egyptian Hieroglyphics, partly by aright 
Underftanding of their Aftronomy, their Cani- 
cular Year; Calendar, and Feftivals, He had 
collected all that he could meet with in the an- 
tient Writers, or the Fragments of thofe which 
have perifh’d, of the aftronomicalEpocha relating 

to 
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to this Hiftory. By Calculations formed on thefe 
Epochas, and on the Egyptian Calendars, he flat- 
tered himfelf, he fhould arrive at the Explanation 
of their Fables, Hieroglyphics, and Records. His 
View was to fettle each Reign and each Event in 
fo inconteftable a Manner, as fhould greatly il- 
Juftrate all the antient Hiftory. This was a De- 
fign he had much at Heart, and which he in- 
tended as his Mafter-piece. 

The Reader will form fome Idea of his Plan, 
from the following Extraét of a Letter he wrote 
to M. Le Maitre on the Subje&, dated at Hall, 
September, 13, 1740. 


*¢ J thinkat prefent, I may perform the Promife 
** 4 I made, of communicating to you the Plan 
** of my Work on the Egyptians, * * * * My 
** Defign at firit was only to rectify the. Chrono- 
** logy of their antient Dynafties. Some new 
** Refearches I made on this Subject led me to 
** this. When I had proceeded a little in my 
** Enquiries, I perceived that the Knowledge of 
the Form of the antient Egyptian Year, and 
even of fome Parts of their Aftronomy, was 
neceflary to my Project. In examining thefe, 
the Difcoveries I have made, carried me in- 
fenfibly into a Digreffion, which has become 
half the Work ; and in which the Principles 
of the Egyptian Aftronomy, and the Epochas 
of their Hiftory, will be fixed to a Demon- 
monitration. 

** To defcend to Particulars. My Book is not 
yet begun, tho’ I propofe to fet about it ina 
Day or two. I have hitherto only been em- 
*¢ ploy’d in colleéting the neceffary Materials for 
*€ it, that I might not be interrupted in the com. 
** piling. By this Means, in one Senfe, the 


** moft part of the Labour is over. Icould have 
** with’d 
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“¢ wifh’d to have wrote it in Latin, both as more 
‘© fuitable to the Nature of the Subject, and as 
*¢ T finda Difficulty of expreffing the Title of it 
‘< in French, while the Latin affords mea Variety 
‘s of Terms every way proper, 

** J fhall therefore give you the Plan of my 
‘© Work in this laft Language, juft as if it were 
* modelled according to the Latin Title you fee 
‘ at the Head of it, for in French the Arrangement. 
* will ditfer’’. 

The Title of the Plan which he fent to M. 
Le Maitre was this, 

De Dottrina Temporum Secundum  Rationes 
prifcorum Egyptiorum. Lub. VY. 

In this Work his Intention was to treat 
Book I. of the Form of the antient Year of the 
Egyptians: Of their different Years: Of their 
moveable Year properly fo called, the Nature of 
which is explained at large: Of their great 
canicular Period, in which the Revolution of their 
moveable Year is performed : Of the Beginning of 
the Canicular, that is, of this Year, and its Mo- 
tions: Of the Egyptian Ori, and their Nature : 
Of the Egyptian Months: Of the four vertical 
Points of their Year, and the Feftivals celebrated 
at thefe Times : Of the three Seafons of the Year, 
and their attending Feftivals: Of the Charaéters 
of the Egyptian Year, &c. In this Part many 
other Things are illuftrated in Digreffions. 

Book II. Of the celeftial Syftem of the Egyptians: 
The Names and Order of the Planets : Of their 
Weeks: Of the Egyptian Sphere and its Figures : 
The Hypothefis of the Egyptians in relation to 
the Motion of the Stars, both fixed and erratic : 
Of the Rife of Aftrology from the Egyptian Attro- 
nomy, the Periods of the Planets, the Decanis, 
Climaéterics, and other Parts of their Aftrology, 
the true meaning of which is explained. From 
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thefe are demonftrated the Date of the firft ce- 
Jeftial Obfervations amongft the Egyptians, and 
their fubfequent Improvements in Aftronomy ; 
which are the firft and fureft Foundations of the 
Egyptian Chronology. In this Part alfo are ex- 
plained the Egyptian Cycles, their Calendar, &c. 

Book III. Of the Egyptian Periods. Their 
Canicular Period ; others proceeding from the Re- 
volutions of their annual Feftivals , an Enumeration 
of thefe. The Allegory of the Egyptian Sphinx 
fully cleared up. Their celebrated Epochas in- 
vented by Nabonaffar and other learned Egyptians. 
The Affronomical Canon of the King’s. Their 
Annals; the Forms of their Annals; their chro- 
nological Characters ; their Method of computing 
the Years of their Princes ; which will caft a 
Lighton the Egyptian Coins, both of the Pto- 
lomy’s and the Emperors. From thefe Premiffes 
the Hiftory of the Egyptian Year and Canicular 
Period is collected. 

Book IV. The general fundamental Points of 
the Egyptian Hiftory are firmly eftablifh’d, by 
altronomical Characters, and by unqueftionable 
Epochas. 

Book V. The Egyptian Hiftory is explained, 
and a chronological Canon added by way of Ap- 
pendix. In this and the foregoing Book, by the 
Aid of the former Part, many of the antient hifto- 
rical Monuments of Egypt are illuftrated. The 
Synchronifms of the neighbouring Nations, parti- 
cularly of the Greek Chronology before the Trojan 
War, are laid open. The Egyptian Mythology 
is explained. Their prodigious Series of Years, 
of which they boafted, their Gods, Demi-Gods, 
and Heroes are confidered. The Succeffion of 
their Kings is fet forth but imperfectly, becaufe 
nothing is inferted in this Work, that is not un- 
queftionable. For this Reafon, wherever antient 

Monuments 
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Monuments fail, Breaches appear. But the Ad- 
vantage is, that the reft may be relied upon more 
fafely. 

‘* This, Sir, isa Sketch of the Plan of my 
** Work whichI fubmit to your Judgment, and 
ce am 


Yours, &c. 

This Project he communicated to fome other of 
his Friends, but the divine Providence thought fit 
to blaft it, as well as many others he had formed. 
All that remains is a Heap of Collections, unintel- 
ligible to any but himfelf. On one Hand he was 
{topped by the want of fome Books, abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, which could neither be had at Hall, Leip- 
fig, or Berlin ; and on the other Hand his Diftem- 
per, which daily grew worfe, obliged him to quit 
all Thoughts but thofe of preparing for Eternity. 
The Shades of Death were now about to eclipfe 
this rifing Luminary of Knowledge, and leave 
us only the fad Remembrance of its Luftre. 
Young Mr. Baratier had from his Infancy been 
of a weak and delicate Conftitution, join’d to a 
lively Difpofition of Mind. During the firft four 
or five Years of his Life, he had feveral violent 
Fits of Illnefs, occafioned by his Teeth, which, 
however, he happily efcaped. He alfo got over 
the Meafles and Small Pox, fo fatal to Chil- 
dren. The one he had between four and five 
Years old, and the other at Twelve. Till he 
was about Ten, he kept his Health tolerably, a 
few flight Colds excepted, and other little Dif- 
orders, which, tho’ frequent, were but of fhort 
Continuance. Thefe Indifpofitions often inter- 
rupted his Studies, and were confidered by his 
Father, as fo many providential Vacations order- 
ed by Heaven for his young Pupil, who ftill re- 
turned with new Eagernefs to his Learning. His 
Books were in truth all his Diverfion, for he 
D thought 
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thought of no other. Indeed at fome Times he was 
fa indolent, that he was incapable of the leaft Ap- 
plication, This Temper latted now and then for 
Months together; during which he fpent his 
Time in diverting himfelf, in converfing with 
the Family, or vifiting with his Father and Mo- 
ther, without reading any Thing, but his ufual 
Portion of the Bible. At thefe Times he feemed 
to have loft all Tafte for Reading or Study: No 
body heeded this, becaufe they were fure he 
would foon recover his loft Days with Intereft. 

In the Spring of 1731, which was his eleventh 
Year, there came a pellucid {welling or Tumour 
into the Thumb of his right Hand, As it gave 
hjm no Pain, or Trouble, it was fome Time be- 
fore he fpoke of it, or it was perceived, But 
growing at length troublefome, and forcing him 
to complain, all poffible Remedies were imme- 
diately ufed, either to difpel the Tumour, or to 
bring it to a Suppuration. It continued till about 
November, without any bad Confequences ; but 
upon fearching it then, the Perioftium was found to 
be carious. Immediately the Phyficians and Sur- 
geons were called in, who put him to great Tor- 
ment, the former by their Medicines for purify- 
ing the Mafs of Blood, the latter by their Opera- 
tions, employing Incifions or Caufticks, or the 
ftrongeft Corrofives, to eat away the Flefh and re- 
move the juppofed carious Bone. [In fhort, they 
Drew out fome flight Splinters, which their In- 
{truments or Corrofives had detach’d from the 
Bone, After enduring this Martyrdom for fome 
Months, a Confultation of Phyficians and Sur- 
geons was affembled at Nuremburg, by the cele- 
brated M. Thomafius, Dean of the Faculty, who had 
a particular Affection for the Youth. M. Schulze, 
at prefent Profeflor of Phyfic at Hall, who 
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ing, which was held in June, 1732. It was 
debated whether his Thumb fhould be cut off. 
The Faculty were of the negative Opinion, for 
feveral good Reafons, but they regulated a Me- 
thod of managing it, both external and internal. 
His Father and Mother took on tnem the Care 
of dreffing it, by Rules laid down at the Conful- 
tation, which were exactly followed. However 
his Thumb remain’d in much the fame Condition 
to the End of his Life, fometimes more or lefs 
fwelled, without the Sore making any Progrefs, 
or giving any further Pain, than what he felt, 
while under the Surgeon’s Hands, 

The natural Averfion he had to Phyfic, the 
Violence he underwent for fome Time in taking 
Drugs of all Kinds, the Torment he fuffered | 
from the Operations he paffed thro’, the Infuffi- 
ency of all thofe Remedies, and the Difference of 
Opinion he obferv’d in the Phyficians or Surgeons, 
who attended him, or fent their Advice, gave 
him fo infuperable an Averfion to Medicines, that 
he could never after be perfwaded or influenced to 
take any. At the fame Time he took fuch a Dif- 
guft at the Profeffion of Phyfick, that he never once 
had the Curiofity to read or open a Book in that 
Science : The only one he defpifed, tho’ it feem’d 
the moft neceffary for him to know. However, in 
the laft Year of his Life, he appear’d inclinable to 
go thro’ a Courfe of Anatomy, and to attend the 
Diffections and Le¢tures in the Neighbourhood : 
But it was then too late for him to go abroad. 

The Diforder of his —Thumb remain’d in the 
fame Condition, yet he enjoy’d a tolerable State of 
Health. The Change of Air, by his Journies from 
Schwobach to Berlin and Hall, feem’d favourable 
to him. Notwithftanding a few flight Indifpo- 
fitions, fhort Loofeneffes, which he had now and 
then, and Colds, to which ee was naturally fubject, 
2 2 he 
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he had ufually a healthy Look, a frefh Colour, and 
a chearful Temper, performing his natural Func- 
tions regularly, and fleeping well. He conftantly, 
till ten Years old, pafs’d twelve Hours in Bed, 
and ten Hours ever after till his Death; fo that 
he flept near half his Life. Indeed Reft was his 
principal Support, He had a full Liberty indulg’d 
him in this Point, by his Parents, who made it a 
Rule to leave him to do as he would in all in- 
different Matters. 

Such was his ftate of Health, when towards 
Spring, 1739, he had a little Swelling between 
the Jaw-Bone and the Neck. It gave his Pa- 
rents no great Alarm, becaufe commonly at that 
Time of Year he had fome Boil or Gathering, 
which foon difappear’d. This Tumour, as big as 
a Wallnut, was eafily brought to a Suppuration 
by Means of a Plaifter. This obliged him to 
keep the Houfe part of April and May; at the 
End of May he ventur’d abroad, keeping only a 
little black Plaifter to cover the Scar. About 
this Time he was feiz’d with a troublefome Cough, 
of the Chincough kind, which however did not 
hinder him from walking, or vifiting his Friends, 
and the publick Libraries foon after. By the 
Perfwafions of his Parents he took more Care of 
himfelf, going out feldomer, and only in good 
Weather. At laft he only went out when there 
was an abfolute Neceffity, or that he wanted to 
confult the publick Libraries. The laft Time he 
was feen abroad was in the Middle of Auguff at the 
Sale of M. Thoma/fus’s Books. From that Period 
his Cough increafing, and his Appetite growing 
daily worfe, he found himfelf fo weaken’d, that 
he refolv’d to confine himfelf till he grew better. 

He fhut himfelf up therefore at home amidft 
his Books, where he employ’d his Time on the 
Hiftory of the War of thirty Years, of which ~ 

h; 
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had wrote or minuted down as much as filled a- 
bout twenty Leaves. 

Near the End of Auguft he collected thefe 
loofe Papers, fent home all the Books he had bor- 
rowed, and quitting the Room he ufually ftudy’d 
in, where his Library was, he retited to his Fa- 
ther’s Apartment, whither he caufed the Books he 
wanted to be brought him. It muft be acknow- 
ledged in praife of the Literati, and even the 
Bookfellers, at Hall, that they were always ready 
to oblige him with every Thing in their Power, 
and during his Illnefs had the Complaifance to 
fend him whatever Books he wanted out of their 
Shops or Studies: Excepting the Library of the 
Orphan’s Houfe, which was inexorable to all the 
Requefts made in his Favour, the reft, both pub- 
lick and ‘private, as well as the Shops, were at his 
Devotion. | | 

Thus our Patient paffed his Time during the 
Months of Auguft, September, and Offober, 1739. 
His Cough ripening, feem’d lefs troublefome, 
and he went up and down the Houfe, dividing 
himfelf between his Books and his Friends who 
came to vifit him. He even had thoughts of 
going out in Offober if the Weather permitted 
it. But fuddenly, about the End of the Month, he 
was taken with a Fit of coughing, attended with 
a violent {pitting of Blood; which Symptom re- 
turned two or three Days after, and was follow’d 
with two or three Relapfes of the fame kind. 
This new Diforder greatly weaken*d him, and 
determined him to pafs the Winter at Home. At 
his own Defire, and with the Doétor’s Approba- 
tion; ‘a Vein was open’d, which ftopp’d his fpittin 
of Blood; but the long and fevere Winter, ot 
1740, brought on him a Number of other Diforders, 
which fucceeded each other without Interruption : 
A Fever on the Spirits, Head-Ach, Pains at his 
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Stomach, Oppreffions at his Breaft, frequent Vos 
mitings, occafioned by the Violence of his Cough 
which never quitted him. At length, howeyer, 
he feem’d to get the better of all thefe Maladies; 
having from Time to Time favourable Intervals, 
in which his Appetite return’d, He refted well, and 
refumed his natural Chearfulnefs and Spirit. This 
infpired all about him with new Hopes. Near 
the Middle of September, 1740, his Cougly left 
him, and his Vomitings ceafed. But this was quick- 
ly fucceeded, with fo violent an Oppreffion, that 
he could fcarcely breathe, or fpeak without great 
Pain, and became fo weak that he could not move 
a Step without Affiftance. His Appetite and Reft 
forfook him, and his Tafte, or rather Paffion, for 

reading ceafed, as he became incapable of it,. 
Till this Time, indeed, he had been always 
furrounded with a Heap of Books, relative to the 
different Projeéts he had in View; for he, was 
perpetually forming fome new Scheme, and it 
may be faid he had cut himfelf out Work for an 
Age of Life. In the beginning of his laft Ilnefs 
he went on with a Differtation he had begun on 
the Origin of fome Nations famous in Hifto- 
ry, particularly the Ffuus, Tartars, Chinefe, &c. 
After this he began a Difcourfe on the Chine/e 
Tongue, to which he hoped to find a Key; and. 
on the fame Principles he ftudied to form an unia 
verfal Language. He afterwards applied him- 
felf to the Hiftory of Philofophy,. antient und. 
modern, which he judged to have been imperfeétly 
handled by the Authors who had treated of. it. 
Then he return’d to the Study of Medals, on 
which he projected a new Treatife, At laft he 
enter’d on his Enquiry into the Antiquities of 
Egypt, (abovementioned) which took up the three 
or four laft Months of his Life. It was not altoge- 
ther thro’ an Inconftancy of Genius that he thus 
Was 
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wandered from one Projeét to another. The want 
of neceffary Helps often occafion’d this Change 
in his Defigns. When he hed formed a Plan, 
his firft Care was to confider of and endeavour to 
procure the Books he thought of ufe to affift him 
in the accomplifhing of it, to read them over, and 
make proper Extracts. Thefe often fuggefted 
new Ideas, or referred to other Books on the fame 
Subject, which it was neceffary to confult: But 
as it often happened that thefe could not be had, 
he guitted the Projeét to which they were requi- 
fite, for fome other, from which, perhaps, he was 
prefently diverted by the like Difficulties, and 
fo on. But he never was idle, while hisState of 
Health permitted him to do any Thing, and his 
Tranfitions from one Scheme to the next were too 
quick to allow of his being tired with any. 

He had till this Time conceived Hopes of Re- 
covery, or at leaft of continuing a Jong time in this 
languifhing Condition, which began to grow fup- 
portable, and not very difagreeable to him, while 
he could amufe himfelf with his’ Books. But 
eight or ten Days before his Death, he found 
himfelf fo weak, fo opprefs’d, and emaciated, that 
he was obliged to quit his beloved Employment. 
Thus deprived of all that render’d Life fweet to 
him, fcarce able to breath, incapable either of 
eating, fleeping, or even of moying himfelf, he 
only figh’d for his Deliverance, and turned all his 
Thoughts towards Eternity. He often afk’d how 
long they thought he could laft in fuch a Condi- 
tion, adding his Life was now only a Burthen. - 

At length, having fuffer’d his IInefs with ex- 
emplary Patience and Refignation, being fupported 
from his Bed to the Table, and from Table to Bed, 
ftill preferving his Mind calm and lively, tho’ he 
could fearcely fpeak, his laft Moment arrived un- 
expectedly, on Wednefday, Offober 5, 1740, at 
woes D 4 two 
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two o’ Clock in the Afternoon. He had all that 
Day, as ufually, fat on a Couch, his Head fup- 
orted by a Pile of Cufhions, for he could not 
hic along. At one o’ Clock he faw his Father 
and Mother dine without taking any Thing him- 
felf. He had tafted nothing that Day but three 
Difhes of Tea with Milk, which he fwallow’d 
with Difficulty. He defir’d fomething elfe might 
be got for him. While it was preparing, he re- 
quefted to be put to Bed, faying, he found him- 
{elf very weak, and that he was near his End, He 
was laid down as he defir’d. Scarce was his Head 
on the Pillow, when, with a faint Voice, he pro- 
nounc’d the Word Zeal, meaning probably that 
they fhould pray with Zeal forhim. Immediate- 
ly after he loft his Speech and Senfes. For when 
he was afk’d what the Word meant, he-gave no 
Sign of Intelligence. At firft his Parents, think- 
ing it might be a fainting Fit, try’d all Means to 
recover him, but to no purpofe, for he was no 
more fenfible. A great Defluxion of clear Wa- 
ter, from his Head, flow’d out of his Mouth, and 
in half an Hour he gave up his Soul to’ his Crea- 
tor, amidft the Tears and Prayers of the Affift- 
ants, without the leaft Diftortion, or Indication of 
Pain, at the Age of nineteen Years, eight Months, 
and fixteen Days. Tho’ his Death had been long 
expected, yet the Manner of it was fudden. If 
on the one hand the Stroke was on this Account 
more fevere, on the other, his Parents had the 
Confolation not to fee him ftruggling with a long 

Agony. | 
He expected and prepared for Death like a 
true Chriftian Hero and Philofopher. Trouble 
and Emotion had no Accefs to his Heart. He 
bore his Pains and Griefs modeftly, and without 
breaking out into violent Complaints. He never 
{cem’d much wedded to the prefent World. Ever 
TOM 
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from his Infancy he fpoke of Death fo uncon- 
cernedly, that he feem’d to think it equal with 
Life. He fhew’d fo little Care of his Perfon or 
Health, . and fo lightly valued the Means of pre- 
ferving it, that it was eafy to fee, he was not de- 
fign’d to live long, The World appear’d to him 
but as a Stage, and Life a kind of Play or Drama, 
in which every Man acts his Part for a fhort 
Time, waiting another State. About the Age of 
twelve or thirteen, he compofed little Sermons, 
and the firft Text he chofe was that of the 
Preacher, Vanity of Vanities! all is Vanity! Tho’ 
he faid not much on the Subjeét, yet his Father 
thought he faid more than became a Child. When 
he apply’d firft to Aftronomy, he was {6 ravifh’d 
with Admiration, on confidering thofe vaft Bo- 
dies that roll in the immenfe Space, that he thought 
himfelf imprifon’d here below ; faying, he would 
gladly part with Life, to be able to contemplate 
them nearer Hand. Whatever Love he had for 
the Sciences, and all kinds of Learning, yet he 
perfectly knew the Emptinefs and Infufficiency 
of them; and was often fo difgufted thereat, that 
he would have renounced them, if he could have 
found an Amufement more agreeable and folid. 
He regarded them only as Entertainments necef- 
fary to render Life fupportable to a Philofopher. 
When he fell into metaphyfical Speculations and 
the Search of Antiquities, he faid he found fuch 
Obfcurity and Uncertainty in our Knowledge, fuch 
Emptinefs, Contradiétion, Partiality, Darknefs, 
and even Falfification in the greateft Part of Hi- 
ftorians and Writers, fuch trifling Tautology, Pe- 
dantry, and want of Tafte, in Authors, efpeci- 
ally the Modern, that he was almoft tempted to 
renounce Study entirely, defpairing to arrive 
at any Certainty. He was fo difpaffionate a 
Lover of Truth, that he would have fought it a 
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the Hazard of his Life, either in the hizheft Re- 
gions or in the profoundeft Aby files. 

Towards of the Clofe of his Days, having ex- 
haufted almoft all the Libraries at Hal/, by his 
vaft reading, he faid there were fo few original 
Authors, that it was fruitlefs Pain to collect 
and read fo many Books; that there was no- 
thing new under the Sun ; that there was found 
in the antient Authors, and even thofe of the 
remoteft Ages, many Things which the Moderns 
boafted of as their own Invention and Difcovery, 
Sometimes he grew even angry at Reading, com- 
plaining, the more Books he fearched and perufed 
the lefs he advanced in Knowledge; that he was 
every Day obliged to difcredit fomething, which 
the Day before perhaps had appeared well attefted ; 
and that the more he {trove to ind Truth, he was 
the further from obtaining it. How:often; when he 
was ready to fettle his Difquifitions on fome Point 
of Hiftory and Antiquity, which he thought he 
had thoroughly examin’d, has he been ftopp’d fhort 
by fome new Difcovery, which overturn’d all his 
Labour, and plunged him into frefh Uncertainty ? 
This particularly happened to him with Regard 
to the Reigns of Severus and Caracalla, which he 
had undertaken to clear up in fettling the Chro- 
nology of the Popes. After confulting all the 
Hiftorians, and Monuments of thofe Times, Me- 
dals, Infcriptions, &c. after comparing the two 
Jaft with each other, and with the Hiftorians, after 
reviewing the antient and modern Chronologers, 
and writing a good deal on the Subject, he was 
obliged to give over, declaring he found fuch im- 
penetrable Darknefs in the Hiftory and Chrono- 
logy of the Times from the Reign of Trajan to 
that of Conftantine, that he could fee no way of 
reconciling the Hiftorians with one another, nor 
with tne anticnt Monuments. How many = 
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thors has he difcover’d to be caftrated, falfify’d, 
or Plagiaries?) How many Contradictions has he 
expofed at firlt. View? So little was he prejudiced, 
even with Refpect to his own Labours, and put 
fo little a Value on all his Enquiries, that he in- 
treated his Father to burn all his Manufcripts after 
his Death ; faying, there was nothing he left worth 
preferving. . But his Father, who thought fuch 
an Engagement improper, fatisfied him, by bid- 
ding him rely as to that matter on his Prudence. 

Such a Difpofition of Mind, join’d to an in- 
firm Body, render’d Life fo indiiferent to him, 
that he thought it not worth thofe exceffive Cares 
that are ufually taken of its Prefervation. The 
Object of his wifhes was fuch a State of Exiftence 
as might quench his infatiable Thirft of Know- 
ledge, and lead him to the Truth, which he faw 
re{ted in God alone. In thefe Sentiments he lived 
and died, breathing out his Spirit to his Creator 
and Redeemer. One may fay, he had nothing furs 
ther to do, pr-Jearn in this World; not, all the 
Libraries on Earth could have faturated his Curio- 
fity. It was Time he fhould go and quench_his 
Paffion in. the eternal Source of Light, Truth, 
and Life, ! 

_ Let us now refume the diftinguifhing Parts. of 
his Character, and give his Picture the Jaft Touches 
of the Pencil, 

It appears from what has been faid, and_his 
Manufcripts prove it, that Phyfic excepted (for 
which he had a kind of Averfion) there are few 
other Sciences in which he was not well verfed, or 
on which he had not employed his Genius. | Ex- 
tenfive as his reading was, in almoft every Branch 
of Learning, we may fay thar his Underftanding 
was yet fuperior to his Erudition, His Head 
contained a real Cyclopedia, or univerfal Syftem 
of Arts. In Metapbyfics, he dived into the Spe. 
culations 
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culations of the Platonifts, and Schoolmen ; into the 
Writings of Locke, Malbranche, Cudworth, &c. 
andtrac’d the Labyrinth of their Reafonings, with- 
out being confounded. Above all he had atten- 
tively read Spinofa, whom he believed few well un- 
derftood or contuted. This he propofed to do, 
if he had been fpared longer Time, or had not 
been diverted from his Purpofe by a Variety of 
other Studies. This Variety was indeed neceflary 
to draw him from fuch abftraéted Speculations as 
were too intenfe for his weak Conftitution, and 
might have hurt his Brain. In Pbilofophy he 
formed an original Rule of his own, making new 
Syftems in every thing he undertook. He pre- 
fently found what was new in any Author, or 
effential in each Branch of Knowledge, and foon 
overcame the thorny Fences that inclofe the 
Sciences in the Schools and in Books. He had a 
Delicacy and Exaétnefs that made him think and 
exprefs himfelf juftly, in a mafterly and fublime 
Manner, on every Subject, either in Verfe or 
Profe; and this with eafe and Promptitude. He 
had a Chearfulnefs that feemed to make a Diver- 
fion of the moft abftraé&t Subjeéts, and could 
render the moft barren agreeable in Converfation. 
He had a Quicknefs of Apprehenfion, that ena- 
bled him to him to write, tranflate, or compofe, 
with wonderful Facility. When he met with a 
curious Book, of which he wanted to communicate 
any Paffage to others, whether Greek, Hebrew, 
Syriac, os even Arabic, Englifh, Italian, or 
Dutch, tho’ he was not quite a Mafter in the laft 
four Languages, yet he would read it in French 
or Latin as readily as if it were wrote in the 
Tongue he fpoke it. This he had been bred up 
to from his Infancy. Atthe Age of eight or nine 
Years he read in the Family, by way of Divine 
Service, fome Chapters of the Bible in — 
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from the Hebrew or Greek, and afterwards from 
the Syriac or Arabic, not without often making 
very juft and critical Reflections on the Difference 
tween the original and oriental Verfions and the 
Vulgate ; which laft he never would read, after he 
had once become acquainted with the Originals, 
By this Means he was fo expert in Holy Writ, 
that he had it almoft all by Heart. His Curiofi- 
ty and Diligence led him to run over all the Li- 
braries or Catalogues and Journals he could find, 
to fearch after fuch Books as feemed for his Pur- 
pofe. At the firft View of a Book, he knew how 
far it would anfwer his End. Whenever he found 
an Error or Hiftorical Truth, unnoticed before, he 
traced it thro’ all the Authors who had written of 
it, till he difcover’d its Source. He feldom made 
Extracts or Collections, except from Books which 
were rare, and he had no Hope of feeing again : 
With refpeét to others he knew in each Volume the 
Page of what he had occafion for. Moft of the 
celebrated original Authors he obferved to be guil- 
ty of Miftakes. 
' The Extent of his Reading appears, from a 
Catalogue that his Father kept of the Books he 
had borrow’d only, and perufed, during his Refi- 
dence at Hall. ‘This Catalogue contains nothing 
but the Titles, which, altho’ written very clofe, 
fill no lefs than 42 Pages in 4¢0. To give but 
a fingle Inftance of the Rapidity with which he 
run over every Thing, this Catalogue fhews, that 
in one Winter, in lefs than fix Months, he read 
the twenty vaft Volumes in Folio, High Dutch, 
of the Theatrum Europeum, befides his interme- 
diate Studies. He never confin’d himfelf in this 
Refpect, but fkipp’d from one Science to another 
without Confufion or Trouble. Yet, tho’ he read 
fo much and fo quickly, he forgot nothing, but 
when occafion offer’d, not only could quote the 
Paffa ze, 
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Paflage, but in Converfation relate it with Ex- 
acineis and Elegance, in the moft circumitantial 
Manner,’ 

As to his Morals they were blamelefs, and 
indeed could not be otherwife. Conftantly un- 
der the Infpection of his Parents, from whom he 
never was abfent, he had no Opportunity to con- 
tract ill Habits. Always chearful, merry, and 
indulged in all innocent Liberties at home, he 
diverted himfelf at a fmall Expence, and was ne- 
ver dull or melancholy. He was neither fond of 
Cards, Dancing, Sporting, Drinking, nor Merry- 
making, the ufual Delights of Youth. If he 
fometimes was forced to play at Cards, in Com- 
plifance, he did it fo carelefly, and with fo little 
Attention, that it might be difcover’d he took 
little Pleafure in it, Walking and Converfation 
with his Parents, or with agreeable and feleét 
Company, were his chief Amufements. At his 
firft Arrival at Hail he took great Pains to form a 
literary Society amongft the Gentlemen of that 
Univerfity. He even drew up a Plan, which he 
propofed to fome of the Profeffors, offering him- 
felf to be Secretary to the Affembly. This Pro- 
ject not fucceeding, or being defer’d from time 
to time, he affociated with fome Students of 
the Place, who were approv’d by his Parents: 
With thefe he read the Journals, and fuch Books 
as were newly publifh’d, all which they jointly 
examin’d and gave their Opinions of. This So- 
ciety he kept up as long as his Health allow’d, 
or he found good Materials to keep it alive. Their 
Cuftom was to meet alternately at each others 
Houle, or at fome Party of Pleafure out of Town, 
He alfo vifited the Profeffors when their Conve- 
niency allow’d, 

He could not bear Mufic, at leaft near hand, 
fuying it either ftunn’d him, tir’d him, or — 
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him fleepy, For this Reafon he avoided all 
Companies where it was encourag’d. He had 
himfelf no Voice, or Inclination for finging. But 
he was on the other Hand a great Admirer of 
Poetry. It appears by feveral Effays, compos’d 
for his own Diverfion, as well as by his Reflexions 
on the antient and modern Poets, that he had a 
Genius for this Art, and that he wanted neither 
Imagination, Fire, or Judgment, if he had ap- 
ply’d to it. 

Temperate by Difpofition as well as Choice, 
even beyond the Defire of his Friends, he was 
not made for what the World calls good Living. 
It was neceffary to follicit his Appetite, rather 
than curb it, and it was juft the Reverfe with his 
Inclination to ftudy. He fcarce eat either Greens 
or Roots, or Fifh; nor Flefh, whether roafted or 
boiled, but feldom, and in a fmall Quantity. His 
ufual Food was Soup, or boil’d Milk with Bohea 
Tea, Bread and Butter, Fruits, Bifcuits, or fweet 
Meats. He feldom ina Week eat as much as 
other young People of his Age in a Day or two. 
He drank neither Beer, Coffee, nor Chocolate, 
and took his Wine mixed, the greater Part Wa- 
ter, very feldom pure, or at leaf{t only a Glafs or 
two. He could not endure {pirituous Liquors, 
nor Tobacco, either in Snuff or fmoaking. With 
fuch a Conftitution it is eafy to judge, how little 
Value he fet on high living, and how great his 
Averfion was to all Manner of Gluttony and Ex- 
cefs. He was never known to indulge himfelf 
this Way; nor was he ever known to lie. The 
innocent Liberty he enjoy’d at Home kept him 
free of thefe common Vices of Youth, which are 
too often the Effects of a fervile and ftri@ Edu- 
Cation. 

If he had any Vices (as no doubt he had) they 
were Faults of the Mind, fuch as are unfeparable 
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from human Weaknefs. Of this kind we. may 
reckon his infatiable Curiofity, and the Liberty he 
took in philofophizing. He has often for this been 
reprimanded by his Parents, efpecially while at 
Hall, where the Converfation of young People 
gave him Encouragment to {cepticife, But they 
never on this Score ufed him with any Harfhnefs 
or ill] Treatment. He never was whipp’d but 
once, at about four or five Years old, on a fingu- > 
lar Occafion *, fet down by his Father, in the 


* The Fait I refer to is thus reprefented by his Father. 
«« I know not, Sir, if I fhould relate to you on this Head a particu- 
** Jar Account which will give you fome Notion of the Method I 
¢* take with my Son, and the E freét it has. When he was recover’d 
** from the Small Pox, and had refumed the ufual Courfe of his 
« Learning, he was for fome time fo lazy and inattentive, that tho” 
«* he importuned me to give him his Leffons, and that I yielded 
«« with Reluétance to his Intreaties, I could do no good with 
*« him. I fometimes took the Book from him, or fhut it, or left 
** him three or four Times in his Leffon, telling him I could 
** not bear to hear him read fo carelefly, Still he ran after me, 
«« begging me to hear him, and promifing me to behave bet- 
<< ter, but I always confented with Difficulty, and as if I was 
prevail’d on by his Mother. As he continued this Way a 
good while, one Day, after two or three Reproofs, I grew 
impatient, and rifing from my Seat, I left him with the Book 
in his Hands, telling him, he might, if he would, read to 
himfelf as long as he pleafed, but that for me I was refolv'd 
not to hear him until he mended his Conduét. He ran, as 
ufual, afier me, entreating me to come back. For this Time 
however I had determined to be inexorable. When he faw 
this, he burft into Tears, Cries, and Importunities, and car- 
ried his Paffion fo exceffively far, as to endeavour to force me 
to hear him. His Mother who was prefent and faw all this 
«« Management, grew angry at his Obftinacy and whipp‘d him. 
«* Infenfible of this Correction, he perfifted to follow me, cry- 
«« ing he would read. I then whipp’dhim in my Turn. This 
«¢ had as little Succefs, he redoubled his Cries, fo that I was 
« forc’d to give him a third Dofe, and retire to my Clofet, 
«« fhutting the Door, without hearing him, or fuffering him to 
«« follow me. After he hada little recover'’d himfelf with his 
«s Mother, he came to throw himfelf on his Knees to me, ask- 
‘« ing me Pardon in the moft agreeable Manner, and promifing 
« very ferioufly he would never for the future be fuch a Fool 
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Hiftory of his Son’s Education, publifhed in 
High-Dutch. 

Having never had any Preceptor but his Fa- 
ther, who made his Studies a Diverfion to him, 
he was unacquainted with the Severity of a School- 
mafter or mercenary Pedagogue, and never un- 
derwent an Hour’s ill Ufage in the whole Progrefs 
of his Learning. His Father always took Care 
mildly and infenfibly to mould his Son’s Difpofition 
to what he defired, without employing Authority, 
much lefs Conftraint or Violence. By this means 
the Pupil imagined he followed only his own In- 
clinations, while he was fecretly direéted by his 
wife Guide. Sometimes, on the other hand, and in- 
deed pretty often, the Father was obliged to yeild 
to his Son’s Humour, and feemtoapprove, what 
he only had the Indulgence to permit. Thus he 
never exacted from him the Duties that torture 
Children in the public Schools. The Youth had no 
Exercifes to make, Themes to write, Vocabula- 
ries to turn over, or Forms of Prayer or Cate- 
chifms to get by Heart. If he committed the 
Hebrew Pfalms to Memory, or other things of 
that Kind, it was of his bwn Accord, and a Work 
of Supererrogation, He made a Pleafure and 
Merit of it, not a Pain. The greateft Difficulty 
his Father had was to fix this volatile Spirit long 
enough on a Subject, to give him a diftinét Idea 
of it, and to check his infatiable Defire of feeing 
and knowing all things at once. This free and 
liberal Education preferved all the Gayety and 
Vivacity of his Genius; nothing in his Manners 


“* as to deferve the like Correction, witha great many Things 
“* of that kind. I then let him know that it was not for his 
‘* bad Reading I chaftis’d him, that it was indifferent to me 
whether he took Pains to read or not, but that it was his In- 
folence and Obttinacy he was punifh’d for. This was the 

only Time he was ever correéied in earnelt, and he never 
& gave Occafion for it again.” 
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appeared forced, nothing pedantic in his Difcourfe, 
This Character he fuftained both at Court, and 
in the City. 

Notwithftanding this Sprightlinefs, he was re- 
ferved, or fo indolent, efpecially towards the End 
of his Life, that far from making a fhew of his 
Talents and Learning, he onthe contrary affeéted 
to conceal them before Perfons who were either 
unknown or difagreeable to him. Silent and cold 
tothefe, as he was open, chearful, and merry 
with his Friends, he appeared like two dif- 
ferent Perfons. He was intimate with very few, 
and it required more than to be a Man of Learn- 
ing to obtain his Confidence and engage him to 
talk freely. Not content with Knowledge only 
in his Friends, he required the Qualities of the 
Heart, and a certain turn of Mind, which he fel- 
dom found in the Profeffors of Science. On this 
Account, of all that have feen him, or were ac- 
quainted with him, very few really knew him. 
We might indeed name fome, with whom he was 
familiar ; but to avoid Jealoufy, we will content 
ourfelves with faying, that, of Strangers, none 
knew him better than M? Le Maitre, with whom 
he had been converfant from his Infancy, and 
kept a regular Correfpondence to the Time of 
his Death *. He was however during his Life 
honour’d with the Efteem and Friendfhip of fe- 
veral Perfons diftinguifh’d for their Merit, Rank, 
and Learning, in Franconia, at Berlin, at Leip- 


* Thefe Letters afte for the moft Part curious Differtations on 
feveral Subjeéts of Learning, Criticifm, Hiftory, Antiquity, Phi- 
fophy.and Divinity. Of thefe M. Le Maitre has near 200, which 
he will not envy the Public, if any Bookfeller inclines to print 
them. Befides this regular Correfpondent, M. Baratier had {e- 
veral others, whofe Letters are found amongft his Papers, and 
who are in Poffeffion of his Anfwers, all thefe would make a 


good Collection, 


fick ? 
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fick, and at Hall, There is no doubt but his Me- 


mory is dear to thefe; and we may venture to af- 
fert with Confidence, that many of them will by 
their Teftimony confirm the Truth of this Rela 
tion, which none of them can deny. Of all 
thofe who were moft intimate with him at Hail, 
efpecially during his I]nefs, Gratitude obliges to 
mention M, Alion, an eminent Phyfician, and 
M. Necker, Governor to the Baron of Gern/dor ff. 
The firft never difcontinued his tender and taith- 
ful Services to this dying Youth, and the fecond 
often reliev’d him with his Converfation, and the 
kind Offices of Friendfhip. 

His Refervednefs is not to be wonder’d at, as 
he was entirely free trom Ambition and Vanity. 
As he was fix’d to nothing, he devoted himfelf 
to no Employment, left he fhould conftrain or in- 
terrupt the Freedom of his Studies. For a long 
Time he had affifted at no academical Difpute, 
either from Indolence, or a Diflike to thefe Ex- 
ercifes, in which, however, he was fo capable 
of diftinguifhing himfelf. Thus, when the King 
of Prufia gave him Hopes of raifing his For- 
tune, by ftudying the Civil Law, he freely re- 
ply’d, he fought neither Honours, Pofts, nor 
Riches, but preferr’d Quiet, and the Liberty of 
Studying at his Eafe, to all the Splendor of a 
Court. For this Reafon he never return’d to Ber- 
lin, nor cultivated the noble Patronage he had 
there. His Parents, who were as philofophical 
as himfelf in this Refpect, and who, befides, fore- 
faw the Brevity of his Life, chofe to leave him 
wholly at his Liberty. The only Poft he would 
have been ambitious of, and which fuited him 
beft, was that of a Librarian. This would have 
been his Element, as his Memory was a living 
Library. He had made fuch a Progrefs in lite- 
rary Hiftory, that there were fcarce any pore 
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of Note, in any Faculty, which he was not ac- 
quainted with, or had not feen Extracts of, ha- 
ving read all the Journals which appear’d till his 
Death. 

In the Beginning of this Work we obferved, 
that we intended no Panegyric, and it is proper 
to repeat it here. What we have faid, confifts 
of Facts, which we have no way exaggerated, and 
which can be attefted by a Crowd of living Wit- 
neffes. Let the Reader draw from thefe what 
Confequences he thinks proper. We dont pre- 
tend to confecrate as Virtues all the Qualities we 
have afcrib’d to our literary Hero. There 1s 
fcarcely any Thing in Life without two Afpects ; 
but as nothing is perfect here below, every 
Character where the Good exceeds the Bad, fo 
far as to eclipfe it from the Eyes of Criticifm, ts 
worthy to be propos’d as a Model both to the 
prefent Age and to Pofterity. 

If it be yet neceffary to add a more authentic 
Confirmation of this Narrative, there cannot be 
one wifhed more folemn, or lefs fufpe&ted, than 
the unanimous Suffrage of the Univerfity of Hall, 

‘which of its own Accord has erected a literary 
Monument to the Memory of the Deceas’d : The 
more honourable, as neither M. Baratier the Fa- 
ther, nor any of his Friends, employ’d the leaft 
Intereft, dire€&tly or indireétly, to obtain it, and 
was conferr’d even without their expecting it. 
This Honour is more generous on the Side of the 
Univerfity, and more glorious to the Deceas’d, 
as he was a Foreigner, with refpect to Country, 
and of a different Communion. The Univerfity 
‘not only fignaliz’d their Affection to him, by de- 
fraying, at the publick Charge, the academical 
Honours of his Funeral, and attending him to the 
Grave, but alfo by printing the Abr ridgment of 
his Life, accompanied with an Elegy from every 
) Profeffor 
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Profeffor. . Thirty occular Witneffes, of undoubr- 
ed Capacity, agree to reprefent him as a Prodi- 
gy of Learning, which excited their joint Admi- 
ration. 

Above all, the worthy Chancellor of the Uni- 
verfity, M. de Ludewig has diftinguifhed himfelf, 
both by his Intention of having the Deceafed, 
whofe Converfation he loved, a Partner of his 
Tomb, and by the ftrong and pathetic Elogium, 
with which he has grac’d him, in the Collection 
confecrated by the Univerfity to his Memory. 
This Piece is too curious to refufe the Reader a 
Copy of it. 


An Abridgment of the Eulogium and Life of 
M. Joun Puitip BARATIER, born Jan. 19, 
1721, deceas’d October 5, 1740. by John Peter 
Ludewig, Chancellor of the Univerfity of Hall. 


A fweet, but fading Flower, a Youth, a Boy, 

mature in: Learning, not in: Years. You 
may juftly call him a Prodigy of Nature.-. Even 
we who were prefent wonder’d atit. Thofe who 
are abfent will fcarce credit what almoft exceeds 
human Lot. Our Pofterity perhaps will look on 
what we write, as the exceffive Benevolence of 
Praife to the Afhes of thofe we love. Yet our 
Pen fhall merit Belief, on this Account, that what 
we write of the Deceafed, we write from our own 
Knowledge, not the Teftimony of others; that_ 
we take nothing on Truft, the Parents of the De 

ceafed being alive, who would rather have their 
dear Son reftor’d than hear him wain-glorioufly 
praifed.. I know that in all Ages early Geniufe 

have appeared, whofe Charaéters and Names:are 
commended in Hiftory. I mean not to detract 
from the Merit of theie. But our Youth by jhiis 
Writings and Converfation has convinced us, that 
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he deferves the Palm. Thofe who have made 
early Improvements in fome particular Branch of 
Learning only, muft yield the Wreath to him, 
who {carce paft his Infancy, yet knew the whole 
Circle of Learning. Some before him may have ~ 
excell’d in Quicknefs of Memory, others in Force 
of Genius, our Y outh was equal to the moft eminent 
for both, and of fo folid a Judgment, that in his 
Childhood he gave Proofs of his Wifdom and 
Learning altogether uncommon. I write from my 
own Experience, that, Phyfic excepted, he under- 
ftood all the Partsof Philofophy, Philology, Divi- 
nity, and Law, not flightly but thoroughly. In 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin, he was well verfed, and 
even underitood the Rabbinical Writers, as ap- 
pear’d by his happy Tranflations of them, Mathe- 
matics he learn’d, chiefly from the French Authors, 
of his own Accord. In this Science he made fuch 
Progrefs, that he could point out Errors in the beft 
aftronomical Calculations, and raife Objections to 
thofe who had paffed their Lives in thatStudy. In 
theoretic Philofophy he chiefly efteem’d Arij/totle. 
In the practical Part he had examined all the an- 
tient Greek Seéts carefully, and was about forming 
a Syftem of hisown. He had read the civil and 
facred Hiftory of every Age and Nation. Having 
tafted the Springs of Literature, he loathed the 
Streams, polluted with Dregs and Impurity. In an- 
tient Chronology he was critically fkill’d, and de- 
tected Errors in Authors the moft approved for 
their Fidelity. Thence he earneftly purfued the 
Study of antient Coins and Medals, that, as he faid, 
with this Hereulean Club, he might be enabled to 
deftroy the Monfters of Falfhood. In explaining 
the Egyptian Hieroglyphies he wifh’d for more ju- 
dicious Authors, many of whom he imagined to lie 
conceal’d amongft the 4fatic Nations, buried in 
Duft and Oblivion, thro’ their Negle& of Learning 
and 
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and Ignorance of Printing. He willingly heard 
the Profeffors of the Civil Law, but that Study 
was little to his Tafte. His Mind was too a&ive 
to be confin’d to any particular Science, He 
publith’d fome Pieces in his Childhood, others in 
his Youth, full of Senfe and Learning, and in 
which nothing appears either trifling or juvenile. 
Many Things he left unfinifh’d in Manufcript in 
almoft every Branch of Knowledge. Thus em- 
ploy’d in the unwearied Purfuit of Learning, cut 
off by Death, he was fnatch’d away from his Pa- 
rents, from our Univerfity, and the learned World, 
a publick Lofs! Offober 5, 1740. His Remains 
I have taken into my Family Tomb, large and 
fair and fpacious enough, that he whom I lov’d 
while living, may accompany me in the Grave, 
perhaps foon, for I am now above feventy. So 
ts the Order of Nature revers’d. Wrote at Hall, 
December 10, 1740. 


M. Le Maitre, his old and conftant Friend, 
exercifed his Sorrow by fome Pieces of Poetry, of 
which we fhall only give the Reader the follow- 
ing Epitaph *. 


* This is only a Paraphrafe of the Elegy of Mr. Profeflor 
Schulze in Latin in the Academical Colleétion. 


Allemands §§ Francois, Hebrenx, Grecs &§ Latins, 
Chaldeens, Syriens, Rabbins, Samaritans, 
Arabes, Indiens, chacun ici regrete 
De fon propre Langue, un habile interprete. 
Grand Philofophe, auifi, bon Theologien, 
Fort expert en tout droit, Poete, Hiforien, 
Aftronome, Critique, enfin ict repoje 

Dans ette Tombe enclaje, 
Hormis de Galien la triffe faculte, 

Une illuftre univerfite. 
Si le fait femble inconcevable 
HALLE jera toujours un temoin refpefable 

Qua moins de vint ans BaRATIER 
D'un peuple de fgavans forma le Corps entier. 

54 There 
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There only remains to give the Catalogue of 
Mr. Baratier’s Works, both fuch as have been 
publifh’d, and fuch as remain in Manufcript. 
We have already in his Life mark’d the Titles 
and Occafions of his chief Produétions, fo that 
we fhall juft barely give a Lift of them. As to 
his Manuf{cripts it is proper to give a more par- 
ticular Account of them, with the Date of their 
Compofition, and fome other Circumftances, that 
tend to corroborate what we have faid of the ra- 
pid Progrefs, prodigious Labours, and new but 
changeable Schemes of our young Philofopher. 
His Friends recollect other Subjeéts he has treated 
of befides thofe his Manufcripts mention, but as 
he wrote his Thoughts on loofe Papers, ‘which 
he ufually carried about, either to fhew his Friends, 
or conceal them, many are loft. He alfo deltroy’d 
many himfelf, or cafl them amongft wafte Papers, 
as often as he went thro’ his Writings. The 
Reader will not imagine we give this Lift to have 
thefe Pieces publifh’d. For the greateft Part are 
imperfect Fragments, or literary Embrios which 
never came to Maturity. All the Ufe they can 
be of is to furnifh a good Barateriana. However 
Mr. Baratier, the Father, 1s willing to commu- 
nicate thefe Pieces which we mention to the Cu- 
rious, if it were only to fhew that he has no 
Intention to deceive the Publick. 

PIECES publifh'd. 
I, Letter on the Rabbinical Bible of Rabbi 
Mofes Francfort, publith’d at Amfterdam, 
1734-38. wrote in September, 1731. inferted in 
the Bibliotheca Germanica, Tom. XXVI. 

II. The Travels of Rabbi Benjamin, Son of 
Fonas of Tudela, tranflated from the Hebrew, with 
Notes and Differtations; wrote in 1732. pub- 
lifh’d in 1734. 2 Vol. in 8vo, by the Society of 
Bookfellers at Am/terdam., 

qi, 
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III. Anti-Artemonius, /eu initium S. Johannis 
ex Antiquitate Ecclefiaftica adverfus Artemonium 
vindicatum atque illufiratum, €Sc. wrote in 1733, 
1734. publifhed in 1735. at Nuremberg, by JFobn 
Francis Rudiger, in 8vo. Pag, 526. 

IV. A Leiterdated March 29, 1734. in which 
is contain’d feveral Projects of a Work, on Eccle- 
fiaftical Hiftory. Inferted in the Bibliotheca Germa- 
nica, Tom. X XXIII. 

V. Thefes Philofopbie inaugurales varie , main- 
tain’d at Hall in Saxony, March 2, 1735. tor the 
Degree of Matter of Arts. | 

VI. A Letter, on a Work falfly afcrib’d to Sr. 
Athanafius, and reftor’d to Hegefippus, Fan. 29, 
1737. inferted inthe Bibliotheca Germ. Tom. XI. 

VII. A Differtation on feveral Pieces of Theo- 
doret, in anfwer to the Journal de Trevaux. In 
the Biblioth. German. Tom. XLVIII. 

VII. A Letter or Differtation on the Proconfu- 
Jar Dignity amongft the Romans. Anno 1738. 
In the Bibliotheca Germanica, Tom. XLV. 

IX. A Defence of the Sicilian Monarchy, tranf- 
lated from the High Dutch of the Chancellor M. 
de Ludewig. There is added a brief Hiftory of 
the Controverfy between Clement XI. and the 
Kings of the two Sicilies. Printed at Hall in 1738. 
90 Pages in 4fo. 

X. An Explanation of a rare and curious Medal 
of the Emperor Caligula in High Dutch , inferted 
in the Hall Gazette,. 1738. 

XI. A Chronological Enquiry into the earlieft 
Succeffion of the Bifhops of Rome, with four Dif- 
fertations, Sc. wrote inthe Years 1738 and 1739. 
printed at Utrecht by Stephen Neaulme, 1740. 4ta, 
Pag. 314. 

MANUSCRIPTS. 
I, IS firft Copies from Scripture, in 48 

2 Pages, from June 1725, to March 1728. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Baratier has thought proper te preferve this 
Book of his Son’s as a Curiofity, 1. Becauie ic 
fhews the Progrefs he made in the Bible. 2. On ac- 
count of feveral little Remarks of his own that are 
interfperfed. 3. Becaufe by the Help of thefe 
Copies he learn’dto read the Greek and Hebrew 
without Trouble. 

II. A Volume bound in 8vo. of 305 Pages, be- 
gun December 15, 1728. and finith’d February 4, 
1730. containing the Biblia Parva of Henry Opi- 
tius in Hebrew and Latin. 

N. B. From March to September, 1738. he 
employ’d himfelf to write the Conjugations and 
Declinations in Latin, French, Greck, and Hebrew, 
on loofe Leaves, which have been loft. 

III. A Volume bound in 4¢0, of 387 Pages, 
begun February 4, 1730, and finifh’d Novem- 
ber 4. the fame Year, containing a Chaldaic and 
Hebrew Diktionary of the moft difficult and rare 
Words that occur in the holy Scriptures ; inter- 
{perfed with critical and philological Obfervations 
in Latin. 

IV. Obfervationes Mijfcellanee in varios Scriptu- 
r@ locos, compofed in Fuly 1730, 16 Pages in 4fo. 

V. Hiftoria Judeorum ab Abraham, &c. about 
the fame Date, 24 Pages in 4to. 

VI. Introduétio Philologico critica inS. 8S. V. & 
N. I. Fanuary 1731. 40 Pages in 4to. 

VII. A Greek Grammar, 4to. of 80°Pages, be-~ 
gun March 9, and finifh’d May 17, 1731. 

VIII. A Greek Diétionary on the New Tefta- 
ment, intermix’d with critical and philological 
Remarks, 4t0. of 230 Pages, from May 19, to 
November 30, 1731. 

IX. A {mall Colle&tion of Hebrew Poems, 8vo. 
1731. Several that were in loofe Leaves are loft. 

X. Excerpta & Mifeellanea Hebreia varia; 50 

Pages in 40. 1732-3. 


XI, Spi- 
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XI. Spicilegium Hebraicum, feu Excerpta fe- 
le&ia ex Rabbinis, Latine reddita, in Genefim 
Cap. i --xxii. & in Daniel Cap. 1,---ix. gto. 8 
Pages, January, 1733. 

XII, Synoptic Tables of Divinity, with a fmall 
Latin Treatile on the Perfections of God, and a 
Confeffion of Faith, in French. The whole making 
64 Pages in4to. May, 1733. 

XIII. Photiana, or Extra&s from the Biblio- 
thecaof Photius, tranflated from the Greek into 
French, 24 Pages in 4to. of the fame Date. 

XIV. A Differtation on the antient Confeffions 
of Faith. 32 Pages in 4to. 1733. ' 

XV. Canons of Dottrine and Difcipline, taken 
from the Councils, and difpos’d under their pro- 
per Heads in feveral Columns, on three large 
Sheets, 1733. 

XVI. An Effay towards a Body of Do@rine and 
Difcipline, extracted from the Councils of the 
fifth or fixth firft Ages of the Church, 20 Pages 
in 4to. Fune, 1733. 

XVII. Opus Herefiologicum, 4to. 200 Pages, 
begun September, 1733. 

XVIII. A Hiftory of Neftorius and Neftoria- 
nifm, in French, 4to. 27 Pages, 1733. 

XIX. A Latin Differtation on the Gofpel of 
St. Matthew wrote in Hebrew, 4t0. 16 Pages, im- 
perfeét, 1735 or 1736. 

XX. A Differtation on the Council of Sardis 
in Latin, 4to. 26 Pages, of the fame Date. 

XXI. A Bundle in 4f0. containing feveral Ef 
fays, Fragments of Poetry, and other Pieces in 
french, wrote at Hall, 1735---1739. Amongtit 
others are thefe Pieces ; 

1. The Hiftory of the Revolutions and Wars 
of Parnaffus, 4to. 48 Pages, unfinifh’d. 

2. The Thebaide, or Death of Fecafta, gto. 48 
Pages, 


3. Re 
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3. Reflexions on the Thebaides of Efebylus, Eu- 
ripides, Sophocles, Seneca, Statius, and Racine, 67 
Pages, 4/0. 

4. A Differtation, or Reflexions on the Nature of 
the Sublime, sto. 10 Pages. 

5. A Collection of feveral Poems, which he in- 
tended to add tothe foregoing, 30 Pages, 420. 

6. Several Poems on loofe Leaves, 

7, Critical Reflexions on the Progrefs of Learn- 
ing, with Regard to the different Ages and Na- 
tions of the World. 

N. B. This is only a Plan, containing the Heads 
of fifty-three Chapters, divided into five Books. 

XXII. Another Packet containing the follow- 
ing Pieces of Law. 

1. Elemeniorum Juris Nature atque Gentium, 
Philofophie fanioris principiis Innixorum Prolego- 
mena, 1736. in 12 Sheets, or near 100 Pages 4fo. 

2. A Differtation on the Difference between the 
Civil Law and the Law of Nature, in Latin, 20 
Pages. 

3. A Latin Differtation on the four Laws call’d 
Malediéia, 18 Pages. 

4. A French Differtation on the Independency of 
the Sicilian Monarchy, different from the Tranfla- 
tion of M. de Ludewig ; 29 Pages. 

5. A Volume bound in 440 of 152 Pages, con- 
taining the Lectures of M. de Ludewig on the Law 
of Nations, 

6. The Lectures of Meff. Hetneccius, Boehmer, 
and Gaffer on the Pandecd, thofe of M. de Lude- 
wig on the Feudal Law, and of M. Heineccius on 
Law of Exchange. 

7. An Effay of a Speech for the Bar in 6 or 7 
Pages in High Dutch, which ferved him as a Col- 
lege Exercile. 

XXIII. A Packet containing divers philofophi- 
cal, mathematical, and aftronomical Pieces, eg 
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1. A Chart of the Needle’s Inclination and De- 
clination. 

2. APlan of Fortification ; of his own Invention. 

3. His Project on the Longitude, as fent to Loa- 
don and Berlin, 1735. 

4. His laft Project on the Longitude, as fent to 
London and Paris, 1738, with the altronomical 
Propofitions annexed, 

5. Two Latin Treatifes, on the Method of ob- 
ferving the Stars, and compofing right Tables of 
them, 4/0. one of 44, the other of 20 Pages. 

6. Several aftronomical Calculations on the Mo- 
tion of the Satellites of Fupiter, fol. 7 or 8 Leaves. 

7. Two little 8vo Volumes filled with aftrono- 
mical Calculations, 

8. Effays in Philofophy and Mathematicks, on 
the Nature, Caufes, and Effects of Motion in ge- 
neral, and that of the heavenly Bodies in particu- 
Jar ; wrote in French, 6 Pages 4fo. 

9. Theoria motus Corporum Caleftium, 440.12 B. 

XXIV. Another Packet containing, 

1. Conatus Hiftoricus ad Reftituendam, numifma- 
tum Infcriptionumque fide, S optimorum auctorum 
eruto confenfu, Severt S Antonini Aug. Tiftoriam, 
fol. 15 Pages, 1738. 

2. Sixteen Leaves filled with Enquiries and Dif- 
cuffions on the Confuls, Proconfuls, ecclefiaftical 
Hiftory and Antiquities of feveral Nations, Me- 
dals, and the oriental Languages, €?c. 

3. Several Fragments in Criticifm, Metaphy- 
fics, €8e. 

XXV. An Hiftory of the War of 30 Years in 
Germany, fol. 37 Pages. 

XAXVI. A Packet containing, 

1. Reflexions on the different Parts of the Art of 
War, and of its Hiftory, 4fo. 76 Pages. 

2. Seven or 8 Leaves tn High Ditch on the fame 
Subject. 
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3. A Latin Differtation on the Original of the 
Germans, 4to, 12 Pages. 

4. A Fragment on the Origin of the Huns, 14 P. 

5. A Fragment on the Nature and Idiom of the 
Chinefe Tongue, and the Method of learning it in 
a fhort Time. 

6. An Effay on the Phrygian Language, the 
Mother-Tongue of the Greek, Latin, Celtic, High 
Dutch, Perfian, and Tartarian. A Fragmentof 4 P. 

7. A Letter of 12 Pages on two Articles of che 
Journal De Trevaux, 1737. in relation to Meff. 
Leibnitz and Pope. 

§. AFragment of 6 Pages onthe Letters CONOB 
found in the Medals of the later Emperors, 

g. Several loofe Leaves on the Antiquities of 
Egypt. 

What a Crowd of Ideas, and what extenfive 
Scenes of Knowledge crowded in fo young a Head! 
Let us conclude with admiring and adoring the 
great Father of all our Intelligence. This fupreme 
Being delights now andthen to fhew how far the 
Force of the human Mind extends, and to make the 
Mouths of Children fpeak bis Praifes. Nothing can 
be more effectual than fuch Examples to confound 
thofe abfurd Philofophers, who would debafe our 
Nature to that of Brutes, and by this odious Pa- 
rallel deftroy our Hope of a glorious Immortality. 
A Soul capable to rife to fuch fublime Difcove- 
ries, to comprehend fuch extenfive Profpeéts, was 
never made to perifh with the Body, or deftin’d for 
a dark State of Annihilation. I fhould rather chufe 
to adopt the antient Syftem of Emanations, and 
look on itasa Particle of the Deity, which returns 
to its Source. Let us not doubt, but that God who 
gave it us, takes it not away, but to compleat at 
once its Defire of Knowledge and Happinefs, by 
freeing it from the corporeal Shackles that em- 
barrais’d it in its Enquiries after Truth, 


FINIS. 





